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Note from the Director: 
 

As the major population and employment center in the Mid-Ohio Valley, the City of Parkersburg 

strives to provide area residents with the best quality of life. This includes, but is not limited to, 

making sure people have access to decent affordable housing and opportunities for economic 

advancement. In 2019, several programs, projects and initiatives moved the proverbial ball 

forward in different and meaningful ways. 

 

Working closely with City staff and community partners, the Development Department helped 

oversee the successful completion of $4 million in projects and activities. They include 

everything from developing plans for a new ADA Splash Pad at City Park Pool and securing 

financing for the City’s new Fire Station #2 at Covert and 16th Street, to assisting low- and 

moderate-income households make vital repairs to their homes and providing down payment 

assistance to first-time homebuyers. Approximately $1.8 million in federal funds were utilized to 

bring these projects to fruition through the City’s Community Development Block Grant 

(CDBG) and HOME Partnership Programs.   

  

Other significant projects in the community included the relocation to and expansion of Hino 

Motors in South Parkersburg, as well as the completion of two new senior housing projects; 

Rayon Senior Village on Rayon Drive and Newberry Apartments off College Parkway.  

Although the later project is located just beyond the City’s corporation limits, together they 

represent more than $8 million in private investment in affordable housing.  Additionally, two 

other projects broke ground in the City; Murdoch Heights Apartments (Senior Housing) and 

Rowan Apartments (Multifamily Housing).  Both are slated for completion in 2020 and account 

for over $9 million in private investment in the community. New housing opportunities, coupled 

with an increase in other private sector development activities, translated to approximately 1,625 

building permits being issued for a total valuation of $34.5 million.   

 

While the following report was drafted to provide a brief summary of development related 

accomplishments in 2019, it is by no means a complete picture, for there are a lot of good 

people, doing great work, in our community. I would like to take this opportunity to thank our 

community partners (of which there are many) and our incredible team of dedicated 

professionals in the office (Tammy, Ryan, Lisa and Mike) for all their efforts this year. I would 

also like to thank Mayor Joyce and Parkersburg City Council for their leadership and continuing 

support. Together, we are building a stronger and more vibrant community. 

 

 

Yours in Service, 

 

 

Rickie Yeager, AICP, EDFP 

Development Director 
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General Overview 
 

The City’s Development Department is charged with providing residents with decent, affordable 

housing, creating opportunities for economic advancement, building on our community assets 

and planning ahead for the future as it pertains to land development projects. This report gives a 

brief overview of the activities, projects and initiatives started and/or accomplished in 2019 in 

the following areas; Community Development, Economic Development, Municipal Planning, 

Zoning and the Parkersburg Urban Renewal Authority. 

Community Development 
 

The Development Department is responsible for the administration of grant-funded projects, 

including the Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) and HOME Partnership Programs. 

CDBG and HOME assisted projects/activities are designed to help improve the quality of life for 

low- and moderate-income residents in the community. The following is a brief recap of the 

community development projects completed and/or started in 2019. 

Housing Programs 
 

The City of Parkersburg and the Wood County HOME Consortium offers various housing 

programs for low- and moderate-income households of Parkersburg and Wood County. These 

programs are funded through the City’s Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) and 

HOME Investment Partnership which are programs provided by the United States Department of 

Housing and Urban Development. 

 

The HOME Consortium is comprised of Wood County and the cities of Parkersburg, Vienna, 

and Williamstown, WV. These funds have been used for programs such as the Single-Family 

Housing Opportunity Program (SHOP), and the Down Payment Assistance Program (DPAP) for 

residents within Wood County. Programs such as the Emergency Home Repair (EHRP) and 

Minor Home Repair (MHRP) Programs are made available through the City’s Community 

Development Block Grant (CDBG) Funds and therefore are only available to residents within the 

City of Parkersburg. 

Emergency Home Repair Program (EHRP) 

 

The Emergency Home Repair Program (EHRP) makes grant funding available to homeowners to 

assist with specific home repairs that eliminate serious health and safety concerns of the 

residents. In 2019, the EHRP provided critical rehab work to eight low-income homeowners. 

Projects ranged in costs from $2,360 to $5,995. A total investment of $25,980 was made to 

ensure residents can remain in their homes. 
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Minor Home Repair Program (MHRP) 
 

The MHRP seeks to provide homeowners who may not normally qualify for a traditional home 

equity loan with an earned grant to make much needed improvements to their home to bring the 

unit closer to state and local building code standards. In 2019, the MHRP provided 

improvements to 14 low-income homeowners. Projects ranged in costs from $6,240 to $17,225. 

A total investment of $137,683 was made to revitalize single-family homes and, by extension, 

the immediate neighborhoods. 

 

Single-Family Housing Opportunity Program (SHOP) 

 

The SHOP program is made possible by the United States Department of Housing and Urban 

Development's HOME Program, which assists households that are interested in purchasing a 

home in Wood County by reducing and delaying a mortgage. Instead of financing the total cost 

of a home through a conventional bank for 30 years, the Consortium defers a portion of the debt 

until the lending institution is paid back in full or in 20 years, whichever comes first. After the 

first loan is paid back, the Consortium’s loan is due and must be repaid in 10 years. 

 

There were no new SHOP loans processed this year, however, many first-time home buyers that 

utilized the program in the past, have paid their loans back in full before the required loan due 

dates. This has resulted in additional program income for the HOME Consortium in the amount 

of $75,447.68. These funds will be reinvested back into eligible projects to provide further 

homeownership opportunities for low- and moderate-income households throughout Wood 

County. 

Down Payment Assistance Program (DPAP) 

 

The DPAP was implemented to provide down payment assistance to low-to-moderate-income 

first-time home buyers in Wood County. This program offers the qualified applicant up to 

$10,000 in assistance towards the down payment and closing costs (limited to $2,500) of a first-
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time home purchase. These funds are entirely written off if the homebuyer has occupied the 

property for at least five years. 

 

During the second year of operation, the program has provided five first time home buyers in 

Wood County with down payment assistance of $44,092.33. Another five qualified applicants 

are in the process of closing. Total HOME investment of funds is approximately $50,000.00. 

Working with local lending institutions, the Parkersburg-Wood County HOME Consortium has 

continued to provide safe, secure and affordable housing for local area residents. 

Community Housing Development Organization (CHDO) 
 

Federal Regulations require a minimum 

of 15% of the annual HOME allocation 

to the Parkersburg/Wood County 

HOME Consortium be set-aside for 

housing projects that are developed by a 

CHDOs. A CHDO is a non-profit 

organization that meets a variety of 

criteria outlined in the HOME 

Regulations. Habitat for Humanity of 

the Mid-Ohio Valley works toward the 

elimination of inadequate housing here 

in Wood County.  

 

In 2019, construction of a new single-

family home was completed at 2310 

36th Street. The Parkersburg/Wood County HOME Consortium provided a total investment of 

$85,000 for the construction of this project. Additionally, construction is underway at 2607 11th 

Avenue in Parkersburg ($44,095 in HOME Funds) and 809 W. Fourth Street in Williamstown 

($85,000 in HOME funds).  All CHDO homes are sold to income-eligible homebuyers. Both 

projects will be completed later this year. 

Community Enhancement Projects and Programs 

City Park Pool Renovation Project 

 

When the City Park pool opened in the late 1930s, it drew large crowds. As societal preferences 

for recreation and entertainment evolved, residents lost interest in the facility. A lack of 

maintenance also contributed to the decline in use. Rather than close the pool due to low 

attendance and rising costs, City Officials decided to reinvest in and expand the existing facility. 

In doing so, the City and its partners raised $1.8 million to renovate City Park Pool. 

Groundbreaking Ceremony for a new Home-assisted 

project in Wood County with Habitat for Humanity of 

the Mid-Ohio Valley. 
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Project improvements included the addition of a new ADA accessible ramp into the pool, 

concrete pad and drainage, concession stand/seating area, two claiming walls, a zip-line, four 

cabanas, two large 

umbrellas, fencing and 

LED lighting. The project 

also featured a new 7,642 

square foot ADA Splash 

Pad with a cushioned 

(aquaflex) surface. The 

Splash Pad has three 

Developmental 

Appropriate Zones 

(Gentle, Dynamic and 

Universal), operates with 

two 7 ½ Horse Power 

pumps and one 3 Horse Power pump, runs on 100 AMP/ 230 volt service and recirculates 4,000 

gallons of water at any given time. 

 

This facility is unique, because it intentionally included inclusive spray park design features and 

equipment. As a result, the splash pad gives children and adults alike an opportunity to engage in 

meaningful play, regardless of their social or physical abilities.  

 

The City held a groundbreaking and dedication ceremony on May 31, 2019. The event was free 

to the public and more than 200 people attended. Since then, the facility (on average) had a daily 

attendance 149 people. Nine days saw attendance in excess of 300 people, with another two 

special events having more than 400 people. 

 

In October 2019, the City’s Splash Pad and Pool 

Renovation Project was featured in an 

educational session at the National Recreation 

and Parks Association (NRPA) Conference in 

Baltimore, MD. The Splash Pad was also 

featured in another session the following month 

at the WV Recreation and Parks Association 

Conference in Wheeling.  

 

Presentations about the Splash Pad have been 

given to other stakeholder groups and interested 

parties in the United States and Canada. The City 

intends to participate in additional educational sessions in 2020. They include the State of 

Parkersburg’s National Night Out at City 

Park Pool – August 6th 2019 

City Park Pool Renovation Grand Opening & Dedication – May 31, 2019 
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Maryland Recreation and Parks Association Conference in Atlantic City, as well as the NRPA 

Conference in Orlando, Florida. 

 

This exciting new amenity would not have been possible without our project sponsors. They 

include the Spartan Foundation, Bernard McDonough Foundation, The Ross Foundation, 

Highmark West Virginia, Sister’s Health Foundation and the Parkersburg Area Community 

Foundation.  A special thanks to Mayor Joyce and Parkersburg City Council for their leadership 

and support for this capital improvement project. 

Parkersburg - Ohio River Multi-Use Trail Project 
 

The Ohio River Multiuse Trail will 

extend the existing trail, at 

Riverfront Park, in a northerly 

direction along the river (2.6 

miles) to the City’s corporation 

limits. In doing so, the WV 

Department of Transportation is 

expected to hire a contractor in the 

summer/fall 2020 to build the trail 

and construct a 44-foot concrete 

bridge over the Pond Run outfall. 

The path will be 10 feet wide to 

accommodate two lanes of pedestrian and/or bicycle traffic. 

 

As of January 11, 2020, all of the necessary rights-of-way for the project had been secured by the 

City. While the trail has already been designed, City officials are currently working with staff 

from WVDOT and the U.S. Army Corp. of Engineers to secure other necessary 

approvals/permits for the project. Most recently, WVDOT’s consultant on the project completed 

a slope stability analysis on the proposed pedestrian bridge. 

 

Total available funds for this project is $625,000. The project is expected to be bid out for 

construction in the summer/fall of 2020. When completed, the trail will draw residents and 

visitors alike to the City’s waterfront for leisurely walks and/or bike rides, thereby creating 

another destination/attraction for the community. 

Avery Street Sidewalk Enhancement Project 

 

In September 2018, the City of Parkersburg started construction on a new ADA compliant 

sidewalk on Avery Street, between 7th and 13th Streets.  Upon project completion in 2019, 

approximately 2,700 lineal feet of sidewalk had been installed.  Additionally, ten new LED, 
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decorative light fixtures were purchased for the street.  City staff are working with Mon Power to 

get the fixtures installed as soon as possible.  Total project cost was approximately $500,000 and 

was funded in part by a Transportation Alternative grant from the WV Division of Highways and 

the City’s Community Development Block Grant Program and User Fee Fund. 

Rayon Drive Sidewalk Enhancement Project 
 

Rayon Drive is a highly traveled corridor for motorists and pedestrians. Except for a few 

instances, a vast majority of the corridor does not have a sidewalk. To improve safety conditions 

for pedestrians, the City intends to construct a sidewalk on the north side of Rayon Drive, from 

Pike Street to 12th Avenue. Total project cost is approximately $1.7 million.  Phase 1 includes the 

construction of new ADA compliant sidewalks from 14th Avenue in an easterly direction to 12th 

Avenue.  

 

While the City was awarded grant funds in Fiscal Year (FY) 2016, due to costs increases, the 

West Virginia Department of Transportation (WVDOT) encouraged the City to apply for 

additional funds in FY 2019. The following represents grant funds secured and/or applied for by 

the Development Department for the project. 

 

FY 16 WVDOT – Transportation Alternative Grant Program:  $ 240,000 (secured)  

FY 16 User Fee Fund (20% match):     $ 60,000 (secured) 

FY 19 WVDOT – Transportation Alternative Grant Program:  $ 160,000  

FY 19 User Fee Fund (20% match):     $ 40,000 (secured) 

Total Project Cost:       $500,000 

 

As of the date of this report, there had been no announcement regarding FY 2019 grant 

applications. 

Gihon Road Sidewalk Enhancement Project 

 

Many students that live behind Gihon Shopping Plaza walk to Gihon Elementary School. Their 

preferred walking path is along David Lee Drive and Gihon Road. Currently, there is no 

sidewalk along this stretch of roadway. While the City secured a grant from the WVDOT for this 

project in 2016, estimated costs increased significantly after engineering documents were 

drafted. At the behest of the WVDOT, the City applied for additional project funding in 2019. 

This is reflected in the funding source outline below:  

 

FY 16 WVDOT – Transportation Alternative Grant Program:   $ 64,920 (secured) 

FY 16 Community Development Block Grant (20% match):   $ 16,230 (secured) 

FY 19 WVDOT – Transportation Alternative Grant Program:  $ 320,000 

FY 19 Community Development Block Grant (20% match):  $ 80,000 (secured) 
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Total Project Cost:       $ 481,150 

 

As of the date of this plan’s completion, the State of West Virginia had not announced grant 

funds for FY 2019. 

Fire Station #2 Project 
 

Funding for the construction of a new fire station at 16th Street and Covert Street was 

secured through a Section 108 Loan through the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban 

Development. Loan payments for the next twenty years will come from the City’s General 

Fund and CDBG Program funds. Total 

project cost was $1.5 million. 

 

The original fire station was built in 

1931 and suffered from a variety of 

structural issues. After it was 

demolished, a new, state-of-the-art 

facility was built and can operate 

entirely on emergency power. The new 

station sleeps six, and is equipped with 

showers, bathrooms, offices, fitness 

room and community room , which will 

be used for various community meetings and as a polling station in upcoming elections. 

Juleps Playground (Phase Two) Project 
 

Phase One of Juleps Playground was completed 

by the Junior League of Parkersburg in 2012. 

Phase Two features approximately 5,000 square 

feet of accessible playground. The playground 

was constructed directly adjacent to the toddler 

play area. This playground can accommodate 

approximately 125 children, ages 5-12.  

 

The new playground features inclusive and free-

standing play areas (i.e. ramps, walkways, slides 

and playhouses). This playground doubled the 

amount of equipment available for kids to play on, including those with limited mobility. The 

project was funded by a Land & Water Conservation Fund grant from the U.S. National Park 

Service and City’s General Fund. 
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Quincy Park Lighting Enhancement Project 
  

This new project provided $10,000 for the installation of new LED lights throughout Quincy 

Park. Lighting is regarded as a key factor in park safety as it clarifies the layout of the park by 

emphasizing walkways, focal points, gathering places, and building entrances. A well-lit park 

improves legibility, as well as greater access and use of facilities. This project was funded by the 

CDBG Program. 

City Park Pavilion Ice Rink 
 

In the fall of 2019, City officials began 

looking into the feasibility of renting 

and/or purchasing a synthetic ice rink 

for the community. After reviewing 

different options and potential 

locations, it was determined that the 

City Park Pavilion would be the best 

location to house this new amenity. The 

Pavilion was selected, because it is 

enclosed, heated, had restroom 

facilities and capacity for indoor 

seating. 

 

Since opening on January 17th, 2020, more than 1,000 people has visited the facility. As a result, 

the rink has generated more than $8,000 in sales from admission tickets, skate rental fees, and 

private party rentals. This wonderful addition to City Park would not have been possible without 

the generous donation from The Ross Foundation, as well as support from Parkersburg City 

Council. Total cost to purchase the ice rink, and subsequent equipment, was approximately 

$56,000.  

Parkersburg Children’s Museum 
 

In November 2019, The Ross Foundation 

announced its intentions to transform the 

Masonic Temple in downtown Parkersburg 

into a children’s museum. The museum will 

feature a variety of STEAM (Science, 

Technology, Engineering, Art and 

Mathematics) exhibits.  When the facility 

opens in 2021, it is expected to draw 

thousands of visitors to Parkersburg.  Source: Parkersburg News and Sentinel 
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To assist with this development project, the City of Parkersburg will be installing two new sets 

of stairs and an ADA compliance ramp on 9th Street. Funding for this infrastructure improvement 

project was made possible by Parkersburg City Council. In November 2019, Council allocated 

$100,000 in Community Development Block Grant Funds for the project. Construction on the 

new stairs, ramp and sidewalk is slated to started in the second quarter of 2020.  

Downtown Façade Rehabilitation Loan Program 
 

The Downtown Parkersburg Façade Rehabilitation Loan Program is a CDBG funded program 

designed to encourage the restoration and repair of commercial structures in the Central Business 

District, with the intent of spurring economic development. Under the terms of the Program, the 

City can finance 50% of the total costs of exterior and 

structural repairs involved in a rehabilitation project with a 

maximum loan of $20,000. 

 

The Wood County Society applied for and received a facade 

grant to make improvements to their new facility at 317 8th 

Street in Downtown Parkersburg. Repairs included new 

egress stairs on the back side of the building, front doors, 

new signage and lighting enhancements to the exterior of the 

building. 

 

Furthermore, The Windmill Café (801 Ann St.) is currently 

approved for funding after receiving clearance from the State 

Historic Preservation Office. General upgrades to the 

exterior of the building will primarily focus on the 

windmill structure and the roof. The project is scheduled to start in the Spring of 2020.  

 

Working with local development officials, staff will continue to encourage local businesses and 

property owners to utilize the program. 

Notice of Funding Availability (NOFA) Sub-recipients  
 

The Development Department annually accepts applications for Community Development Block 

Grant (CDBG) and HOME Programs. These federally-funded programs are used by the City of 

Parkersburg, and throughout Wood County to provide decent housing, a suitable living 

environment, and the expansion of economic opportunities primarily for low- and moderate-

income individuals and families. In 2019, Parkersburg City Council allocated $80,000 to five 

local non-profit organizations. The following is a short summary of how grant funds were used at 

each organization. 

 

Wood County Society Grand Opening 
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Latrobe Street Mission 
 

Latrobe Street Mission was awarded $10,000 to purchase individual lockers for residents to 

secure their belongings as they leave the shelter during the day in their search to secure 

employment, permanent housing or hospital visits. 

 

Mid-Ohio Valley Fellowship Home 
 

The Mid-Ohio Valley Fellowship Home was awarded $7,500 to purchase and install a new 

furnace, so they can continue to administer a personal program of recovery and a plan for sober 

re-entry into the community, work and family. 

 

Consumer Credit Counseling Credit Counseling 
 

Consumer Credit Counseling Services (CCCS) was awarded $7,500 to offer the 'Envisioning 

Homeownership' class free of charge for individuals participating in their Homebuyer Education 

Program. This project intends to expand on the 2018 project approved in the FY 2018 CDBG 

budget which will now include credit report counseling, budget counseling and preparing 

potential homebuyers to become fully mortgage ready. CDBG funds will reimburse CCCS for 

the costs associated to offer this class to low- and moderate-income homebuyers. 

 

Hope Recovery Manor 
 

The Hope Recovery Manor was awarded $25,000. This new Phase 2 recovery program for 

women will be served through a holistic approach lasting 9-12 months. While residents of the 

Manor (1016 Market Street), the women can participate in healthy living, money management, 

work habits, relationships, relapse prevention, etc. CDBG funding will provide reimbursement to 

the HOPE Recovery Manor in the form of reimbursed client fees for residing in the Manor. This 

will cover housing costs, substance abuse training as well as mentoring and employment 

services. 

 

Children’s Home Society of West Virginia 
 

The Children’s Home Society of West Virginia was awarded $30,000 to provide a tenant-based 

rental assistance (TBRA) program. The program provides continuing housing assistance in the 

form of rent, over a period of 6-18 months, to at-risk and homeless youth between 18 and 24 

years of age. This activity is designed for individuals who will have a plan of action to attain 

self-sufficiency throughout the course of this program. 
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Code Enforcement 
 

CDBG funded Code Enforcement works to provide solution-oriented enforcement for 

maintaining clean, safe and attractive neighborhoods with a focus on promoting health and safety 

in low- and moderate-income neighborhoods, while increasing awareness about City policies, 

programs and code requirements. This City’s program is designed to positively impact 

neighborhoods deteriorated or deteriorating areas.  Parkersburg City Council allocated $50,568 

for one Code Enforcement Officer in FY 2019.  As such, this officer has documented 10,012 

incident reports, which includes items like junk vehicles, tall grass, and minimum housing and 

dangerous structure requirements. 

COPE Program 
 

The Parkersburg Police Departments’ COPE Division seeks to build stronger bonds with the 

community. COPE involves rethinking the police-community relationship, proactively and 

collaboratively addressing citizens’ concerns, and taking incremental steps together to improve 

the community’s sense of safety and security. It is about law enforcement and the community 

adopting a problem-solving approach to public safety and security. This program is designed to 

positively impact neighborhoods in primarily low- and moderate-income census tracts 

throughout the City. This level of service would not be possible without CDBG funding.  

 

In FY 2019, Parkersburg City Council allocated $60,000 in CDBG funds to cover salary 

expenses for one COPE officer, as well as bike patrols in our distressed neighborhoods. The 

COPE officer reported approximately 90 citizen contacts per month. They also attended 

neighborhood watch meetings and numerous community and youth-focused events throughout 

the year. 

Justice Assistance Grant Program (JAG) 

 

The Byrne Justice Assistance Grant (JAG) Program assists local governments to enhance law 

enforcement capabilities. This program helps to fund a variety of efforts to ensure that local 

communities have the tools and equipment necessary to build safer communities. The City was 

awarded $40,990 from the JAG Program for FY 2019, $14,051 of which is earmarked for the 

Wood County Sheriff’s Office. The Parkersburg Police Department intends to purchase a 2020 

Police Interceptor AWD Sport Utility Vehicle. The Wood County Sheriff’s Office purchased 

computer equipment including desktop computers and servers. 

Schools to Pools Program 
 

The City has continued to fund the Schools to Pools (S2P) Program. S2P offers children 

receiving free or reduced lunch (from an elementary school in the City limits) a free pool pass 

for the City Park pool and Splash Pad, and for the Southwood Park pool. The goal of the 
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program is to offer a healthy summertime activity to children who would not otherwise be able to 

participate in such an activity. During the 2019 swimming season, 442 children were provided 

free access to City pools. This project is funded by the CDBG Program. 

YMCA Camp FYRE & Afterschool Program 
 

The Parkersburg YMCA serves approximately 100 youth each year through summer day camp 

(Camp FYRE) and approximately 200 youth through the Afterschool Program. Many of these 

youth are low-moderate income and foster children. Funding made available through the CDBB 

Program provides scholarships to those children who qualify by demonstrating financial need 

and/or participating in the foster care system. 

Sound the Alarm Program 
 

Home fires threaten the lives of our neighbors and sadly take seven lives each day in the United 

States. Most often, tragedies occur in homes without working smoke alarms; but these devices 

can cut the risk of death in half. The Parkersburg Fire Department went door-to-door to install 

276 smoke alarms, free of charge, in 76 Parkersburg homes. All of the smoke alarms were 

purchased with CDBG funds. 

REAP Grant / Litter Control Grant 

 

The Rehabilitation Environmental Action Plan (REAP) strives to clean up West Virginia and rid 

the state of unsightly litter. REAP focuses on cleanup efforts, with initiatives like the Recycling 

Assistance Grant and the Litter Control Grant Programs. In 2018, the City of Parkersburg applied 

for and was awarded $119,000 for recycling programs. The City of Parkersburg provides 

recycling pickup along with trash service. In 2019, the City of Parkersburg used these funds to 

purchase a new recycling truck, fund additional paving projects at the recycling center, and pay 

for temporary laborers at the center. The grant was also used to pay for several smaller expenses 

such as the repair of a compactor and conveyor, a tire shelter, a hanging heater for inside the 

center, and new recycling bins. 

 

The Litter Control Grant is a matching fund that helps municipalities with community cleanup 

and litter enforcement projects. In June of 2019, the City of Parkersburg applied and was 

awarded $3,000 with a $3,000 match to assist with the police supervision of inmates completing 

litter cleanup projects throughout the City.  While there were several cleanup projects in 2019, it 

is anticipated that grant funds will be fully utilized during the second quarter of 2020. 
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Economic Development 
 

While government, healthcare, and education continue to be the major drivers of the local 

economy, substantial private sector investments were made this year in manufacturing, housing 

and retail. The following briefly outlines the community’s accomplishments in 2019. 

Business Retention, Expansion and Attraction (BRE&A) Efforts 
 

To positively influence the decision of prospective businesses and entrepreneurs, the City of 

Parkersburg has developed several business incentives. They include the following: 

 

• New Construction or Rehabilitation of Multifamily Housing Tax Credit Program 

• Vacant Building Revitalization Tax Credit Program 

• New Business Tax Credit Program 

• New Development Annexation Tax Rebate Program 

• Real Property Improvement Tax Rebate Program 

 

With the support of Parkersburg City Council and local development officials, the Tax Rebate 

Program was adopted in December 2019.  The program was designed to incentivize private 

investment and redevelopment in residential neighborhoods, industrial areas and commercial 

districts throughout the City of Parkersburg through new construction and/or rehabilitation 

projects. Any landowner in the City of Parkersburg that makes a substantial investment 

(improvement) in their property, that meets and/or exceeds the requirements below, may be 

eligible for the tax rebate program. 

 

• All new construction of single-family, detached homes, multi-family investor owned 

properties, commercial structures and industrial buildings. 

 

• The rehabilitation of an existing single-family, detached home, where the minimum cost 

of improvement equals or exceeds $25,000 in private capital investment shall be eligible, 

provided that upon completion the structure is compliant with all applicable building 

codes. 

 

• The rehabilitation of existing multi-family structures where the minimum cost 

improvement meets or exceeds $15,000 per dwelling unit shall be eligible, provided that 

upon completion the structures are compliant with all applicable building codes. 

 

• The rehabilitation of existing commercial structures and industrial buildings, where the 

minimum cost improvement equals or exceeds $50,000 in private capital investment shall 

be eligible, provided that upon completion the structures are compliant with all applicable 

building codes. 
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The term for the rebate is 100 percent of the increase in assessed values for a period of 15 years 

upon project completion. Note, the tax rebate program does not guarantee additional increases in 

assessed value from periodic reassessments by the Wood County Assessor’s Office. The amount 

of the rebate is only for the increase in assessed property tax value triggered by the current 

rehabilitation or new construction improvements. 

 

Although information on these programs are available online and readily shared with potential 

businesses by staff, more needs to be done for these programs to have ‘top of mind awareness.’ 

Going forward, the Department will work with our partners to identify ways to share this 

information with more people, including new business packets and other media. 

 

The City would also like to thank our collaborative partners for all their efforts this past year.  

They include but are not limited to the Wood County Economic Development Office, Downtown 

PKB, Chamber of Commerce of the Mid-Ohio Valley, Mid-Ohio Valley Regional Council and 

Mid-Ohio Valley - Workforce Investment Board.  

Hino Motors Relocation and Expansion Project 
 

On August 20, 2019, the Hino Motor 

Company celebrated its grand 

opening in South Parkersburg. The 

event was a culmination of years of 

planning and months of construction 

work at the former Coldwater Creek 

Distribution Center. With 

approximately 1 million square feet 

underroof, Hino Motors is prepared 

to grow in the future. In fact, the 

company announced an additional 

$40 million investment and the 

creation of 250 new jobs at its grand 

opening celebration.  

 

While Parkersburg came of age during the industrial revolution as center for the production of oil 

and natural gas, manufacturing and transportation, a vast majority of employment opportunities 

in these industries have diminished. Hino’s investment in Parkersburg not only bolsters the local 

economy, but it could signal a potential renaissance in advance manufacturing in the Mid-Ohio 

Valley. A special thanks to our friends at Hino Motors, the Wood County Development 

Authority and the State of West Virginia Department of Commerce for their tireless work in 

bringing this state-of-the-art facility to fruition.  

 

Hino Motors Assembly Line 
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WVU Medicine Camden Clark – Parkersburg Cardiology 

Associates Expansion Project 
 

In 2017, Camden Clark Medical 

Center, in partnership with 

Parkersburg Cardiology 

Associates and the WVU Heart 

and Vascular Institute, broke 

ground on a new cardiac 

services building south of 

Building B.  The facility opened 

its doors to the public in the first 

quarter of 2019.   As a result of 

this multimillion-dollar 

investment in the community, 

more area residents have access to state-of-the-art care for cardiovascular issues.   The City of 

Parkersburg very much appreciates all the time and effort that went into planning and developing 

this facility. 

Community Bank Façade Rehabilitation Project 
 

In 2019, Community Bank started substantial renovations on its building at 631 Juliana Street in 

downtown Parkersburg.  Façade improvements alone included the installation of a new roof, 

exterior windows, cornice and parapet wall, as well as lighting and painting.  Community Bank’s 

reinvestment in the community is much appreciated and will preserve the building’s historic 

character.  We appreciate everyone that made this exciting project come to fruition.    

Rayon Senior Village Apartments 
 

In January 2019, the Parkersburg Elderly Housing complex held a grand opening for residents 

and the general public. The new three-story, forty-

unit apartment building houses seniors, 55 years of 

age and older. All units have two bedrooms with a 

full kitchen, washer and dryer hookups, central air, 

carpet and vinyl flooring, and many other 

amenities. 

 

The facility was developed by Neighborhood 

Development Services in Ravenna, Ohio. Total 

private capital investment was approximately $5 

Source:  Parkersburg News and Sentinel 
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million. The new complex was built on the site of the former Rayon Elementary School. 

Murdoch Heights Apartments 
Murdoch Heights Apartments is a four-story, fifty-unit 

apartment building for seniors, 55 years of age and 

older.  The project is under construction and will open 

in 2020 on the old Desalles Heights property adjacent 

to St. Joseph Landing.   Murdoch Heights is being 

developed by Sadd Brothers, LLC in Charleston, WV.  

Total private capital investment is approximately $4.5 

million. 

Rowan Apartments 
 

Rowan Apartments is a multifamily housing complex 

being constructed on Buckeye Street (across from the 

Camden Avenue Church of Christ). When completed, 

the complex will make thirty-six new multifamily 

housing units available to the community, across three 

different buildings. Rowan is being developed by Spire 

in Dublin, Ohio. Total private capital investment is 

approximately $4.5 million. The project will be 

completed in 2020. 

Pettyville Bypass Project 
 

Construction on the new four-lane bypass around Pettyville started in 2019. When completed, 

the new corridor will more directly connect the commercial centers in South Parkersburg to 

Interstate 77. This should increase opportunities for infill and redevelopment along Pike Street, 

as well as new construction along the corridor itself, because of the proximity to the interstate. 

 

Park Shopping Plaza (State Route 14) Traffic Study 
 

In 2019, the City of Parkersburg partnered with the Wood-Washington-Wirt Interstate Planning 

Commission to conduct a traffic study on State Route 14. More particularly, the study looked at 

the feasibility of adding a north bound turn lane at the entrance of the Park Shopping Plaza 

(adjacent to Horner and Harrison) and how those improvements would impact traffic flow in and 

around the plaza.  
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Of particular interest was the Beechwood Neighborhood, as it is currently used as a cut through 

to go north from the plaza on State Route 14, and the Memorial Bridge. A final report is 

expected in the first quarter of 2020.  Total project cost is approximately $62,000. 

2019 International Economic Development Council (IEDC) 

Conference 
 

In October 2019, Ryan Barber 

(Development Projects Administrator) 

and Rickie Yeager (Development 

Director) attended the International 

Economic Development (IEDC) 

Council Conference in Indianapolis, 

Indiana. This event brings economic 

development professionals from across 

the United States and around the globe 

together to discuss issues and share best 

practices. 

 

While the conference covered a variety 

of topics, it focused on talent retention and recruitment, innovation and the importance of place 

in today’s increasingly global and interconnected society. Staff came away from the conference 
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with a better understanding of economic development trends and the importance of collaborating 

with others to improve people’s access to economic opportunity in the community. 

Municipal Planning 
 

The Development Department is tasked with executing and administering physical land-use 

improvements and economic and community development planning for the City of Parkersburg. 

The Planning Division provides technical and administrative support to the Municipal Planning 

Commission, City Tree Commission, Bicycle Advisory Board, and the Urban Renewal 

Authority.  

 

2019 was an exciting year for the Development Department’s Planning Division. Staff facilitated 

minor subdivisions and thoroughfare abandonment petitions, such as the consolidation of several 

lots off of Buckeye Street for multifamily housing complex (Rowan Apartments). The Municipal 

Planning Commission also oversaw rezoning applications that allowed for two new businesses to 

open. The Tree Commission pruned trees all over the City, including large-scale pruning projects 

along Market Street and 23rd Street, and at Point Park. Staff also worked with other City 

departments to develop a new plan review process; and to write new ordinances, such as the 

Small Home Ordinance. In April, Staff also attended the American Planning Association (APA) 

National Planning Conference (NPC) in San Francisco. The following is a summary of the 

various planning related activities for 2019. 

Subdivision Reviews 
 

Staff work in conjunction with the City Engineer’s Office and Parkersburg Utility Board for 

standard Minor Subdivision Application review, and the Assistant City Attorney’s office as 

warranted. The City of Parkersburg has four different types of minor subdivisions. First, the 

division of land into fewer than five lots that does not require the dedication of streets or a 

change of streets, or the division of land into parcels greater than five acres where no street right 

of way dedication is involved. Consolidation of two or more existing lots into one lot and the 

public acquisition by purchase of strips of land, for widening or opening of streets are both minor 

subdivisions. Staff reviewed and approved 18 applications this year. They include the following:  

 

Date Type Applicant Location 

1/25/19 Consolidation Cozy Properties LLC 
1900 12th Street 

Tax Map 103, Parcels 1-5 

5/2/19 
Division into 

less than 5 lots 
St. Joseph Health Center 

Murdoch Avenue 

Tax Map 61, Parcel L 

7/10/19 Consolidation Thomas & Edith Blake 
4820 2nd Avenue 

Tax Map 121, Parcels 79 & 80 
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8/2/19 
Division into 

less than 5 lots 
Jay Jones 

901 9th Avenue 

Tax Map 14, Parcel 78 & 80 

8/13/19 Consolidation Rowan Apartments 

Buckeye Street 

Tax Map 11, Parcels 25, 26, 51, 52, 54, 

54A, 55A, 56-59, 83-88, 169 & 170  

9/5/19 Consolidation Raymond & Carol Baker 
56 Wyndemere Way 

Tax Map 173, Parcels 56 7 C1 

9/18/19 
Division into 

less than 5 lots 
Community Resources 

1602 Nash Street 

Tax Map 136, Parcel 69 

10/4/19 Consolidation Sara & Matthew Seckman 
2312 10th Avenue 

Tax Map 14, Parcels 154 & 154A 

11/7/19 Consolidation Clay Powell 
902 Pike Street 

Tax Map 15, Parcels 75 & 76 

11/7/19 Consolidation Stephen Ward 
1801 18th Street 

Tax Map 64, Parcels 151 & 153 

11/12/19 Consolidation Glorie Helton 
727 29th Street 

Tax Map 38, Parcels 89 & 90 

11/22/19 
Division into 

less than 5 lots 
Okaw Land LLC 

12th Street 

Tax Map 75, Parcel B 

11/22/19 
Division into 

less than 5 lots 
Okaw Land LLC 

12th Street 

Tax Map 68, Parcel G 

11/22/19 Consolidation Union Trades FCU 
1925 Murdoch Avenue 

Tax Map 53, Parcels 120 & 125-127 

12/4/19 Consolidation Brent Steele 
1514 30th Street 

Tax Map 40, Parcels 79 & 235 

12/16/19 
Division into 

less than 5 lots 
Matthew Jones 

Murdoch Avenue 

Tax Map 53, Parcel 100 

12/20/19 
Division into 

less than 5 lots 
Wyatt WV Properties 

1300 19th Street 

Tax Map 62, Parcel 301 

12/30/19 
Division into 

less than 5 lots 
Thomas Sanders 

3004 Plum Street 

Tax Map 40, Parcels 127-129 

 

The City of Parkersburg considers the division of a parcel of land requiring the dedication of streets 

or a change of streets, or the division of land into five or more lots, a Major Subdivision. In 2019, 

there were no major subdivision applications submitted to the Planning Division. 

Rezoning Petitions 
 

The City of Parkersburg Municipal Planning Commission reviews rezoning petitions in 

accordance with West Virginia Code. All rezoning applications must be reviewed by the Planning 
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Commission and are reviewed in comparison to the 2020 Master Comprehensive Plan. Only two 

rezoning petitions were received in 2019, and both were approved. 

 

MPC Date Zone Change Applicant Location 

5/17/19 R-2 to B-2 Brenda Hall 
2611 21st Avenue 

Tax Map 115, Parcel 196 

6/14/19 R-2 to B-2 David Fleming 
1208 Blizzard Drive 

Tax Map 104, Parcel U 

 

The first petition involved the rezoning of Tax Map 115, Parcel 196 from an R-2 Residential 

Zone to a B-2 Business Zone in order for a daycare to operate on the site. The petition was 

approved by Parkersburg City Council on June 11, 2019, by ordinance # 0-1628. 

The second petition involved the rezoning of Tax Map 104, Parcel U from an R-2 Residential 

Zone to a B-2 Business Zone in order for a business to operate on the site. The petition was 

approved by Parkersburg City Council on July 9, 2019, by ordinance # 0-1630. 

Thoroughfare Abandonment Petitions 
 

The Municipal Planning Commission reviews thoroughfare abandonment petitions for the impact 

of right-of-way closure and resulting property transfer. Three thoroughfare abandonment 

petitions were reviewed and approved by the Municipal Planning Commission and City Council 

in 2019.  

 

MPC 

Date 
Applicant Location Approved Ordinance # 

6/21/19 Robert Amos 809 Dooley Avenue Yes 0-1631 

6/21/19 Christopher Roush 25th Street Yes 0-1632 

8/2/19 Rowan Apartments Buckeye Street Yes 0-1633 

10/18/19 Brent Steele 1514 30th Street Yes 0-1641 

 

The first petition was submitted as Mr. Amos wanted to add the unimproved alley to his property. 

The second petition was submitted so that the unimproved alley could be consolidated with the 

adjoining properties in order to facilitate the development of apartments by Mr. Roush. The third 

petition was submitted by Rowan Apartments, as they wanted to build on a parcel that had an 

existing utility easement on it, due to the parcel being a previously abandoned alleyway. The 

fourth petition was submitted by Mr. Steele as he desired to build on the parcel, however there 

was still a utility easement due to the parcel being part of a previously abandoned alleyway. 
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Petitions to Annex Property 
   

The City of Parkersburg welcomes residents and business to join our community. The City of 

Parkersburg Municipal Planning Commission reviews annexation petitions in accordance with 

West Virginia Code and the procedures established by The City of Parkersburg and Wood 

County, WV. The City of Parkersburg received an annexation petition for 19 lots in the 

Willoughby Drive Neighborhood in Fall of 2018, which was accepted by Final Order at Wood 

County in Early 2019. The parcels were then officially rezoned by Parkersburg City Council on 

March 12, 2019. 

 

Altogether, the annexation of the above-mentioned properties will generate approximately 

$7,000 in police, fire and sanitation fees for the City of Parkersburg annually. 

PKB 2030 (Comprehensive Master Plan Update) 
 

In the Fall of 2019, the City of Parkersburg hired the planning consultant firm McBride Dale 

Clarion out of Cincinnati, Ohio to complete the City’s 10-year Comprehensive Plan Update. The 

consultants have visited Parkersburg twice since then for a series of meetings and events with 

community members, stakeholders, and the project’s steering committee. This project will be an 

ongoing focus of the Development Department for the upcoming year, with the plan slated to go 

to City Council by October of 2020. More information on this planning process can be found at 

www.PKB2030.org.  
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Small Home Ordinance 
 

In November 2019, staff prepared and brought forward a Small Home Overlay District ordinance 

to the Municipal Planning Commission for consideration. This ordinance was written as a result 

of the City’s commitment to diversifying and revitalizing its housing stock. The location of the 

zoning overlay was chosen as a preferred location for small homes to be built, as they more 

closely resemble the current housing stock in that area. One significant feature of the ordinance 

is that it establishes the concept of a planned pocket neighborhood as an option for small home 

development. A planned pocket neighborhood is a development of small homes around a shared 

green space, where other amenities, such as parking areas, may also be shared. The ordinance 

requires a minimum of 250 square feet per resident, permanent foundations, and permanent 

utilities; and does not permit mobile homes, campers, or converted storage units. The ordinance 

was approved by the Municipal Planning Commission and adopted by Parkersburg City Council 

on January 14, 2020. 

Development Plan Review Process and Checklist 
 

In 2019, staff developed and implemented a new process and checklist for the review of 

development plans. The Development Plan Review Process and Checklist is an administrative 

function of the Development Plan Review Committee (DPRC). The DRPC is comprised of staff 

from the following City Departments: Development Department, Public Works – Engineering 

Division, Public Works – Code Enforcement, Public Works – Zoning, Parkersburg Fire 

Department and Parkersburg Utility Board. The DPRC and Plan Review Checklist is designed to 

streamline the development review process by creating a one-stop shop for new projects in the 

City of Parkersburg. This process helps to:  

• Set expectations for the developer or design professional regarding plan requirements 

• Identify and resolve issues early in the planning and design process  

• Provide more timely feedback to developers and design professionals 

• Improve the coordination and review process for DPRC staff 

• Facilitate the building permit review and approval process 

The Development Plan Review Process applies to the following project types: 

 

• New Commercial Development in excess of 1,500 sq. ft. or where the project budget is in 

excess of $150,000 

 

• Residential Development, where the construction of two or more Single-family homes or 

multi-family units are proposed 

 

• New parking lots or substantial improvement to an existing lot 
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To start the process, a Pre-Development meeting is scheduled with the applicant and DPRC staff. 

This provides an opportunity for the developer and staff to be introduced, to go over the process 

and requirements, and to allow for initial questions to be answered. Next, once the applicant 

submits the required copies of their site and building plans, DPRC staff are given 30 days to 

complete their reviews and provide comments. Review outcomes include: 

 

• Review is not completed: the application is incomplete and lacks substantial information 

required to review. 

 

• Review of the site plan is still in process and substantial revisions are required: All 

reviews shall be completed and revisions to the site plan accepted by City staff prior to 

application being approved for a Building Permit. 

 

• Review is completed with conditions: All reviews have been completed and either 

minor revisions or no revisions are required. If no additional oversight is necessary by 

one of the following boards, the application will be approved, and a Building Permit 

issued: Board of Zoning Appeals, Municipal Planning Commission, Downtown Design 

and Façade Committee, and Architectural Review Boards. 

National Planning Conference (NPC 2019) 
 

In April, Michael Rosso (City Planner) and Rickie Yeager (Development Director) attended the 

American Planning Association (APA) National Planning Conference (NPC) in San Francisco, 

California. The conference offered numerous sessions, spanning across a wide variety of city 

planning topics. Some particularly interesting and informative topics of discussion included: 

 

• The benefits of investing in streetscape, public spaces, and public artwork 

• Discussions about density, how productive places are the solution, and how the 

conversation needs to shift from density to economic development and place making 

• How design-focused comprehensive plans help bridge the gap between policy and 

implementation, while helping residents envision the rebirth of their community 

• How to integrate an age-friendly lens into community planning 

• How to plan for automation becoming a primary driving force in shaping the immediate 

future, with land use and economics at the center 

• Economic growth and sustainability regulations 

• Stormwater management 

• Green roofs 
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Tree Commission 
 

The City Tree Commission was established by Article 165 of the Codified Ordinances of the City 

of Parkersburg, WV. The Tree Commission was specifically established to “have the power to 

study, investigate, plan, advise, report and recommend to Council, the Public Works Director 

and/or the Mayor any action, program, or plan of legislation which the Commission shall find or 

determine to be necessary or advisable for the care, preservation, trimming, planting, replanting, 

removal, or disposition of trees and shrubs in public rights-of-way, streets, alleys, and other 

public grounds” (Article 165.04, Codified Ordinances of the City of Parkersburg, WV).  

2019 Tree City USA 
 

The City of Parkersburg has been a Tree City USA for 21 years and is confident that 2020 will be 

number 22. In order to qualify as a Tree City, Parkersburg must meet four standards established 

by the Arbor Day Foundation and the National Association of State Foresters. Those standards 

are; Formation of a Tree Board, a Tree Care Ordinance, Annual Budget of at least $2 per capita, 

and observe Arbor Day. 

 

The City of Parkersburg spent a total of $59,501.74 for community forestry efforts in 2019, for a 

per capita effort of $2.01. Please note the following projects: 

 

• Tree saplings were distributed to all Fourth Grade Students in Parkersburg as part of the 

Fourth Grade Foresters initiative 

• At least 100 trees were pruned 

• At least 11 trees were removed 

 

The City also held an Arbor Day celebration on April 17, 2019 at Parkersburg Catholic High 

School. 

Urban Renewal Authority of Parkersburg (PURA) 
 

The Urban Renewal Authority of Parkersburg (PURA) was created in accordance with West 

Virginia Code, Chapter 16. An Urban Renewal Authority is a public body created to acquire, 

prepare, develop, redevelop, and sell or lease neglected properties in slum or blighted areas. 

PURA makes applications available for property owners to donate their property, and for 

interested individuals who want to purchase property that is currently owned by PURA. 
 

In 2019, PURA reviewed six property donation applications; and facilitated proceedings on eight 

eminent domain properties. 
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Type Applicant Location Status 

Donation Toni Johnson 
1335 Latrobe Street 

Tax Map 70, Parcel 418 
Completed 

Donation Joshua Pugh 
1322 Oak Street 

Tax Map 71, Parcel 107 
Completed 

Donation Lindsey Studer 
701 13th Street 

Tax Map 70, Parcel 270 
In Progress 

Donation Lindsey Studer 
703 13th Street 

Tax Map 70, Parcel 271 
In Progress 

Donation Barbra Derrick 
1400 St. Mary’s Avenue 

Tax Map 70, Parcel 199 
Completed 

Donation Ronald Ward 
1910 29th Street 

Tax Map 48, Parcel 33 
In Progress 

Eminent Domain N/A 
616 Lulu Street 

Tax Map 84, Parcel 7 
Completed 

Eminent Domain N/A 
1005 19th Street 

Tax Map 62, Parcel 33 
Completed 

Eminent Domain N/A 
1705 St. Mary’s Avenue 

Tax Map 62, Parcel 204 
Completed 

Eminent Domain N/A 
901 E. 12th Street 

Tax Map 77, Parcel 253 
In Progress 

Eminent Domain N/A 
915 26th Street 

Tax Map 46, Parcel 46 
In Progress 

Eminent Domain N/A 
1502 Avery Street 

Tax Map 69, Parcel 114 
In Progress 

Eminent Domain N/A 
1715 Staunton Avenue 

Tax Map 84, Parcel 39 
In Progress 

Eminent Domain N/A 
2301 Dudley Avenue 

Tax Map 54, Parcel 66 
In Progress 

Bicycle Advisory Board 
 

The Parkersburg Bicycle Advisory Board is established by Article 156 of the Codified Ordinances 

of the City of Parkersburg, WV. The board was specifically established to “advise the City Council, 

the Mayor and all Departments and Offices of the City on matters related to bicycling and the 

impact City actions may have upon bicycling; and shall have the opportunity to contribute in an 

advisory capacity to all aspects of the City's planning process insofar as they may relate to 

bicycling.” The Board was not active in 2019, but staff plan to reconstitute this advisory board in 

2020. 
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Building Enforcement Agency (BEA) 
 

In August 2019, the Development Department took on the administrative responsibilities 

associated with the City’s Building Enforcement Agency (BEA). Since then, staff has 

implemented a new tracking system that keeps the Board updated on the violations and 

deficiencies of the blight and slum areas throughout the City. A new notification system was also 

been implemented to keep property owners informed of the steps they need to take to resolve 

code related issues, as well as any actions taken by the BEA. In 2020, staff will continue to 

refine these new systems to ensure actionable properties are being dealt with in a timely manner 

and in accordance with applicable state laws. 

Zoning & Building Permits 
 

This year, 265 Zoning Applications were filed with the City of Parkersburg. Of those filings, 52 

were for new businesses and 31 for new structures. Of the new structures approved, four were 

new commercial structures, ten were new single-family dwellings, and 18 were new duplexes. 

New commercial structures included: 

• O’Reilly Auto Parts – 2002 7th Street  Valuation: $ 783,018   (2/14/19) 

• New car wash – 3201 Murdoch Avenue  Valuation: $ 300,000   (2/20/19) 

• Recycling Center – 1000 24th Street   Valuation: $ 22,000   (4/12/19) 

• New car wash – 4539 Emerson Avenue  Valuation: $ 300,000   (5/13/19) 

The following is a list of the zoning permits approved by the Code Office that were in excess of 

$400,000 in private investment: 

 

Location Project Type 

Blennerhassett Hotel Bar and restaurant remodel 

425 Juliana Street Interior renovations 

Mo’s Mini Warehouse Two new additions 

3403 25th Street Six new duplexes 

3411 25th Street Five new duplexes 

4301 10th Avenue Five new duplexes 

700 Market Street 4th and 5th floor renovations 

Community Bank 

631 Juliana Street 
Interior remodel 

Wood County Career & Tech Center Remodel 

Murdoch Apartments 

1602 Murdoch Avenue 
New multifamily housing 

Walmart Grocery Pick-Up addition 
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West Virginia State Office Building Remodel 

Camden Clark Hospital Parking lot rehabilitation 

Rowan Apartments 

509 Buckeye Street 
New multifamily housing 

Unity Plaza Interior renovations 

The Rock Full Gospel Church Daycare center addition 

 

As a result of these projects and many more, approximately 1,625 building permits being issued 

for a total valuation of $34.5 million.  For more information related to Zoning Permits and 

Applications, please contact Michele Craig at 304-424-8477 or by email at 

michele.craig@parkersburgwv.gov. 

311 Information Line Update 
 

The 311 Informational Service allows people to ask questions, give comments or state concerns 

within the City and have the satisfaction of knowing that they are going to be handled by the 

appropriate department. This service can be reached by dialing 311 on any phone in the City 

limits, as well as by email on the City’s website at www.parkersburgcity.com.  

 

This service was started in 2013 and is an effective way to communicate residents’ concerns to 

staff in the City. This service is administered by the Development Department. On average, staff 

receives several phone calls and at least three to five emails per week. As soon as a question or 

comment is received, staff forwards them to the appropriate department in the City. In addition 

to forwarding the comment/concern, staff follow up with the user to make sure their question 

and/or issue was resolved. 

Development Department Staff 
 

If our office can be of assistance in the future, please contact us at 304.424.8519.  Our team 

would be happy to assist you.  For more information on business/development incentives or any 

of the programs featured in this report, please visit our website at www.parkersburgcity.com. 

 

Lisa Cullum, Financial Compliance Officer 

 

Ryan Barber, Development Projects Administrator 

 

Tammy Bunner, Administrative Assistant 

 

Michael Rosso, City Planner 

 

Rickie Yeager, Development Director 

mailto:michele.craig@parkersburgwv.gov

