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Message from the Director
2017 was another exciting year for the City of Parkersburg as several projects came to
fruition. They include substantial improvements to the City’s Recycling Center, completion of
the sidewalk enhancement project at Franklin Elementary School, the grand opening of the new
Marriott Townplace Suites in downtown Parkersburg and rededication of Friendship Park. Infill
redevelopment projects well underway in 2017 included two new fuel stations by Sheetz and
Edison Hill Commons, a new multifamily subdivision at Rt. 95 and Rayon Drive. The following
report provides a brief summary of these accomplishments, as well as many other community
and economic development related projects. Of particular note this year was the City’s efforts to
inform local residents about its affordable housing programs.
Each year, the City of Parkersburg receives an allocation from U.S. Department of
Housing and Urban Development to positively affect change in the community. These funds can
be used to support a variety of activities, so long as they primarily benefit low and moderateincome persons, prevent or eliminate slum and blighted conditions or address an urgent
community need. One priority for the City of Parkersburg is affordable housing.
To better promote its Minor Home Repair (MHR), Emergency Home Repair (EHR),
Single-Family Opportunity Housing Program (SHOP) and Down Payment Assistance Program
(DPAP), staff held four informational meetings throughout the community and distributed new
promotional materials to social service agencies in Wood County. As a result, there has been a
considerable increase in applications and clients served through the aforementioned programs. I
would like to thank Mayor Joyce and Parkersburg City Council for their support, as well as our
Development Projects Administrator, Ryan Barber and Financial Compliance Officer, Lisa
Cullum for leading this charge.
The Planning and Development Department is comprised of a small, but nimble group of
dedicated professionals. The accomplishments already outlined and further described herein
would not be possible without them, as well as our many community and development partners.
It is a pleasure to serve this community and I hope you enjoy this year’s annual report.

Yours in Service,

Rickie Yeager, AICP
Development Director
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General Overview
As the major population and employment center in the Mid-Ohio Valley, the City of Parkersburg
strives to provide area residents with the best quality of life. To achieve this goal, the City’s
Development Department is charged with fostering opportunities for economic growth, building
upon our community assets and planning ahead for the future as it pertains to land development
projects. This report gives a brief overview of the activities, projects and initiatives started
and/or accomplished in 2017 in each of the following areas; Community Development,
Economic Development, and Municipal Planning.

Community Development
General Administration
The Development Department is responsible for the administration of grant-funded projects,
including the Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) and HOME Partnership Programs.
In recent years, the Department has taken steps to restructure its organizational capacity,
streamline its review processes and cross-train its employees. Of particular note this year was
the completion of a new Policy and Procedure Manual for the CDBG and HOME Programs, as
well as new outreach initiative for said programs. The following provides a brief overview.
Federal Policy and Procedure Manual
While the City of Parkersburg has administered CDBG and HOME funds for more than 25
years, the Department never had a defined set of policy and procedures for new and existing
staff. In 2016, the Department hired Urban Design Ventures to help staff put together a
manual. After more than 8 months, the project was completed in early 2017. Urban Design
Ventures is a planning and consulting firm in Pittsburgh, PA that specializes in
CDBG/HOME grant management. In addition to developing a manual, UDV updated all of
the City’s application and guideline materials. Additional updates are slated for 2018, as the
Department plans to update its marketing materials.
The City of Parkersburg is considered a Participating Jurisdiction (Entitlement Community)
with the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development. The City qualifies for said
funds because it is located in a Metropolitan Statistical Area (MSA) that exceeds 50,000
people and the socioeconomic/demographic makeup of its citizenry. The City started
receiving federal assistance in 1988 through the CDBG Program. More recently, the City
has been administering HOME funds since 1997.
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Community Outreach and Marketing Initiative
To generate more awareness about the
City’s housing programs, the
Development Department launched a
new marketing campaign in 2017. The
campaign included four informational
meetings throughout the community,
the creation of a fifteen-second ad that
ran on WTAP and design and
distribution of informational
posters/flyers to more than 30 social
service agencies. Staff also worked
with Code Enforcement to distribute
informational materials upon inspecting
a property and made a concerted effort
to promote the programs on social
media. The result was a substantial
increase in applications for all CDBG
and HOME funded programs. In fact,
staff requested and City Council
approved a substantial budget revision
in 2017 to support the Minor and
Emergency Repair Programs.

(New Promotional Poster created by
Machine Communications)

Contractor Engagement (Solicitation for Quotes/Bids)
The Development Department has worked extensively to expand the number of local
contractors to provide quotes and bids to execute development projects. Whether purchasing
simple supplies or contracting for large construction services, the purchasing process remains
very much the same. This process is designed to ensure the Department;







Follows a free and open competitive process in securing those products or services.
Properly documents purchasing activities and decisions.
Observes the special rules for particular kinds of purchases (small purchases, competitive
sealed bids, competitive proposals, and sole source procurements).
Properly bonds and ensures work involving large construction contracts and/or subcontracts.
Use of local businesses and contracts with small, minority and/or women-owned
businesses to the maximum extent feasible.
Obtains supplies and services as efficiently and economically as possible.
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Loan Servicing Soft-Loan Collection Update
The Development Department has taken the initiative to begin researching all loans created
utilizing past CDBG and HOME funds, to determine the feasibility of the collection of those
outstanding loan balances. The new loan software, installed and updated last year with the
most current data, has been instrumental in determining and tracking initial loan dates,
amounts (current and past due), and in developing a monthly statement mailing process to
inform borrowers of loan balances and current payments due.
Since the start of the project in late August, statements mailed out have generated numerous
phone inquiries and customer communication that has resulted in four loan modifications
totaling $37,552.35 now being collected from accounts that were previously negligent and
another $17,837.40 currently in the process of loan repayment negotiations. It is the intent of
the Development Department to generate three stages of collection requests, intensifying in
the level of urgency, in an attempt to increase inquiries and facilitate the discussion of loan
repayment options for borrowers in the future. The Department will continue to mail
monthly statements to all borrowers as reminders of loan payments due and balances owed.
311 Information Line Update
The 311 Informational Service allows people to ask questions, give comments or state
concerns within the City and have the satisfaction of knowing that they are going to be
handled by the appropriate department. This service can be reached by dialing 311 on any
phone in the City limits, as well as by email on the City’s website at
www.parkersburgwv.gov. This service was started in 2013 and is an effective way to
communicate residents’ concerns to staff in the City. This service is administered by the
Planning and Development Department’s Administrative Assistant Tammy Bunner. On
average, Tammy receives several phone calls and at least three to five emails per week. As
soon as a question or comment is received, she forwards them to the appropriate department
in the City. In addition to forwarding the comment/concern, she follows up with the user to
make sure their issue has been resolved.
Training Opportunity (Environmental Review Course)
The Development Projects Administrator recently completed the Orientation to
Environmental Assessment Training Course. This 12-week online course was offered
through the University of Illinois at Chicago. Prior to the commencement of any action on a
CDBG and HOME funded activity; the Parkersburg Development Department staff must
compile an Environmental Review Record (ERR) and make a determination about the impact
on the environment. All federally funded projects come with environmental assessment
responsibilities under NEPA (National Environmental Policy Act). Even partially federal
funding triggers an environmental review for the entire project. This process allows local
governments to identify and evaluate alternative sites and/or designs that can mitigate
potentially adverse impacts of a project to conform to local goals & objectives, and/or lower
long-term maintenance costs.
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Housing Programs
The City of Parkersburg and the Wood County HOME Consortium offers various housing
programs for low and moderate income households of Parkersburg and Wood County. These
programs are funded through the City’s Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) and
HOME Investment Partnership which are programs provided by the United States Department of
Housing and Urban Development.
The HOME Consortium is comprised of Wood County and the cities of Parkersburg, Vienna,
and Williamstown, WV. These funds have been used for programs such as the Single-Family
Housing Opportunity Program (SHOP), Owner-Occupied Rehabilitation, and the Down Payment
Assistance Program for residents within Wood County. Programs such as the Emergency Repair
and Minor Home Repair Programs are made available through the City’s Community
Development Block Grant (CDBG) Funds and therefore are only available to residents within the
City of Parkersburg.
The City of Parkersburg and the Parkersburg/Wood County HOME Consortium continued to
provide affordable housing opportunities for citizens throughout Parkersburg and Wood County
in the 2017 calendar year.
Emergency Home Repair Program (EHRP)
The EHRP makes grant funding available to homeowners to assist with specific home repairs
that eliminate serious health and safety concerns of the residents. In 2017, the Emergency
Repair Program provided critical rehab work to five low-income homeowners. Projects
ranged in costs from $1,650 to $8,300. A total investment of $22,401 was made to ensure
residents can remain in their homes. Eight additional projects (that started in 2017) have been
completed since January 1, 2018.

(New furnace under the EHRP)
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Minor Home Repair Program (MHRP)
The MHRP seeks to provide
homeowners who may not normally
qualify for a traditional home equity loan
with an earned grant to make muchneeded improvements to their home to
bring the unit closer to state and local
building code standards. In 2017, the
MHRP provided improvements to 16
low-income homeowners. Projects
ranged in costs from $4,270 to $16,600.
A total investment of $140,921 was
made to bring the properties closer up to
code and revitalize the neighborhood.
Six additional projects are currently
under construction.

(New roof under the MHRP)

Owner-Occupied Rehab (OOR)
This program is made possible by the
United States Department of Housing and
Urban Development's HOME Program,
which provides low-interest loans to
qualified households in order to bring a
home up to international building codes.
This program allows residents, who may
not qualify for a traditional home equity
loan, to make important improvements to
their home. The OOR Program provided
whole-home rehabilitation to 6 moderateincome homeowners. Projects ranged in
costs between $5,500 and $23,210. A total
investment of $78,070 was made across
Wood County.

(New roof under the OOR Program)
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Single-Family Opportunity Housing Program (SHOP)
The SHOP program is made possible by the United States Department of Housing and Urban
Development's HOME Program, which assists households that are interested in purchasing a
home in Wood County by reducing and delaying a mortgage. Instead of financing the total
cost of a home through a conventional bank for 30 years, the Consortium defers a portion of
the debt until the lending institution is paid back in full or in 20 years, whichever comes first.
After the first loan is paid back, the Consortium’s loan is due and must be repaid in 10 years.
There were no new SHOP loans processed this year, however, many first time home buyers
that had the opportunity to qualify for the program in the past, have paid their loans back in
full before the required loan due dates. This has resulted in additional HOME Consortium
funds of $198,879.98 that can be reinvested to provide further homeownership opportunities
for low and moderate income households throughout Wood County.
Down Payment Assistance Program (DPAP)
In conjunction with the Parkesburg/Wood County HOME Consortium, the City of
Parkersburg launched a new Down Payment Assistance Program this year, by way of
informative interviews on WTAP, and publications in the Parkersburg News and Sentinel.
The Down Payment Assistance Program provides assistance to residents of Wood County of
up to $10,000 to help with the required down payment and closing costs of a first time home
purchase. The City also hosted instructional meetings focused on the first time homebuyer
and homeowner programs at centralized locations throughout Wood County. The response
was overwhelming. There have been over thirty inquiries, with two actual Down Payment
Assistance loans of $10,000 processed for home purchases, and three more applicants in the
final stages of closing on their first home, using the program funding.
Community Housing Development Organization (CHDO) Update
Federal Regulations require a minimum of 15% of the annual HOME allocation to the
Parkersburg/Wood County HOME Consortium be set-aside for housing projects that are
developed by CHDOs. A CHDO is a non-profit organization that meets a variety of criteria
outlined in the HOME Regulations. Habitat for Humanity of the Mid-Ohio Valley works
toward the elimination of inadequate housing here in Wood County. Three home dedications
occurred in 2017. 2404 7th Avenue and 704 Thomas Street were sold in March 2017 and
2402 7th Avenue was sold in November 2017. These purchases were made by low-income
homeowners. The Parkersburg/Wood County HOME Consortium provided a total investment
of $254,169 for the construction of these homes.
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Infrastructure Improvement Projects
Ohio River Multi-Use Trail Project
In 2017, the City secured a $700,000 grant from the West Virginia Department of
Transportation – Division of Highways, to extend the existing walking/biking trail at Point
Park 2.6 miles north to the City’s corporation limits with Vienna, WV. Staff is working with
property owners along the river to secure the necessary right-of-ways. To date, four of the
five necessary right-of-ways have been secured through easement and/or purchase of the
property. When completed, the 3-mile trail will give residents and visitors more access to the
City’s waterfront, further enhancing Parkersburg’s outdoor recreational amenities. The trail
will include a pedestrian bridge over the Pond Run Outfall, as well as resting stations.

(Rendering of the proposed Pond Run Outfall Bridge and Multi-Use Trail by Burgess & Niple)

Grant funds secured for Gihon Road & Rayon Drive TA Projects
The City of Parkersburg recognizes the need to help foster a healthier lifestyle for everyone
while making streets safer for pedestrians. The City secured $304,920 in grant funding from
the West Virginia Division of Highways Transportation Alternatives Program to make
sidewalk improvements, implement traffic calming measures and line of site improvements.
An emphasis was placed on students, seniors, and those that are disabled to have access to
safe sidewalks. The $240,000 project along Rayon Drive, between Pike Street and 14th
Avenue, will provide students walking to Edison Middle School or Martin Elementary
School with a safer route. The $64,920 project along on the southerly side of Gihon Road,
between Belmont Avenue and David Lee Drive, so as to provide students at Gihon
Elementary with a safer route to and from school.
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Franklin Elementary Safe Routes to School Completed
Students attending Franklin Elementary were welcomed to new sidewalks to get to and from
school safely in August 2017. Construction was completed along Division Street Ext. from
Stewart Avenue to 19th Avenue. This project improved safety conditions for all travelers
along the busy corridor. This project was made possible through a $100,000 Safe Routes to
School Grant through the West Virginia Department of Transportation.
7th & Market Street ADA Enhancement Project
Provided assistance to a local business by funding the construction of ADA accessible ramps
on the front and side entrance of the Union Trust Building (701 Market Street) as well as a
new bump-out feature to calm traffic and reduce the width of the pedestrian crossing at 7th
and Market Street. The Union Trust Building is being redeveloped to include mix-uses like
business and government offices.

(Before & After of ADA ramps at the Union Trust Building)
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Community Enhancement Projects
Point Park Bench Swings
By providing a diverse blend of recreational and natural opportunities the City of
Parkersburg Parks and Recreation Division actively seeks to promote and sustain a healthy
and enjoyable parks environment for all residents and visitors of Parkersburg. Two new
bench swings were installed at Point Park in 2017 to accompany two existing swings
installed the year before. These improvements were paid for through the City’s Park and
Recreation General Fund.

(New Pergola Swing at Point Park)

Friendship Park Enhancement Project
The City held a re-dedication ceremony in July 2017 at Friendship Park. Officials highlighted
how the park came about, why improvements were necessary and how the park is part of a
larger effort to revitalize the neighborhood immediately adjacent to downtown Parkersburg.
A neighborhood block party followed with food and family activities, such as face painting,
balloons, and an art project. A fire truck and the City’s D.A.R.E Car were also there for
children to explore. New LED lights will be installed in the Spring of 2018.

(New sign, fence & landscape at Friendship Park)

(New benches at Friendship Park)
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Bike Repair Station Project (Mid-Ohio Valley Transit Authority)
The Mid-Ohio Valley Transit Authority
applied and was awarded a grant from
the West Virginia Division of Public
Transit through the Federal Transit
Administration’s Section 5339 Program.
The goal of the Section 5339 Program is
to support the continuation and
expansion of public transportation
services by assisting eligible recipients
in financing capital projects. With those
funds, the Mid-Ohio Valley Transit
Authority purchased a bike shelter, bike
lockers, and 10 bike repair stations. The
Parkersburg Bicycle Advisory Board has
partnered with them to help determine
the best locations for those stations
within the City of Parkersburg. Ten (10)
locations have been determined and
some bike repair stations have been
mounted in areas throughout the City.

Locations include City Park, Southwood
Park, Point Park, and the Parkersburg
Library on 31st and Emerson Ave.

(Bicycle Repair Station at Point Park)

City Park Tree Enhancement Project
In 2017, the Parkersburg Tree Commission planted over 30 new trees in City Park. The goal
and objective of this project was to expand the Park’s tree canopy following the removal of
several hazardous trees. The Parkersburg Tree Commission will keep looking to improve the
City’s canopy and have hopes to get an assessment on all of the trees in every park. While
urban settings a take a bigger toll on the health of trees and require more maintenance, they
provide benefits to our health both physically and mentally, while also filtering pollutants
and helping manage stormwater. The Parkersburg Tree Commission also helped fund the
removal of old tree stumps and the planting of new trees along Market Street.

(New trees planted along Market Street)
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Notice of Funding Availability Sub-recipients
The Development Department annually accepts applications for Community Development
Block Grant (CDBG) and HOME Programs. These Federally-funded programs are used by
the City of Parkersburg, and throughout Wood County to provide decent housing, a suitable
living environment, and the expansion of economic opportunities primarily for families and
individuals with low and moderate incomes. 2017 saw the Development Department award
$110,000 to five deserving local non-profit organizations.
YMCA
$20,000 was awarded to the YMCA to purchase the necessary equipment to expand and
operate a daycare facility called the YMCA Discovery Academy. This facility primarily
provides childcare services to low and moderate-income children. The YMCA has created
more jobs within the City while also offering a much-needed resource. Daycare services are
in short supply, oftentimes creating a lengthy waitlist for many parents seeking to reenter the
workforce.
Family Crisis Intervention Center
$10,000 was awarded to the Family Crisis Intervention Center to provide down payment and
first month’s rent to victims of domestic violence and provide them with a path to selfsufficiency and independence. The Family Crisis Intervention Center will service individuals
who are both homeless, and victims of domestic violence. Therefore, it will help prevent an
at-risk population from experiencing homelessness.
Circles Campaign of the Mid-Ohio Valley
$10,000 was awarded to the Circles Campaign of the Mid-Ohio Valley to provide
administrative support for a children’s instructor as well as provide specific classroom
materials. The Circles Campaign is a community-based initiative that assists families in
poverty to achieve their goals to become self-sufficient through education and supportive
friendships. Training focuses on developing self-esteem, identifying goals and developing
action plans including budgeting to increase participant’s financial and social capital.
SW Resources
$50,000 was awarded to SW Resources to help expand their business and create additional
revenue and jobs. As SW Resources plans to expand the size of their warehouse, the
organization plans to provide employment opportunities to an additional 50 individuals, these
positions would be filled generally by individuals with disabilities.
Children’s Home Society
$20,000 was awarded to the Children’s Home Society to provide continuing housing
assistance over 6-18 months in the form of rent to at-risk and homeless youth aged 18-24.
While enrolled, the youth will create a plan of action to attain self-sufficiency through the
course of this program.
14

City Park Pool Enhancement Project
At the heart of the City’s park system is City Park. City Park is the largest outdoor green
space in the community, encompassing 20 acres of land. Its central location and high
visibility make it a destination for passive and active recreation, as well as community events
and activities. And while this community asset will never be self-sufficient in terms of
operating expenses, continued improvements are needed to sustain this critical piece of
public infrastructure. That includes the pool at City Park. After much consideration, the
following improvements are slated for the City Park Pool by May 2019:







10,000 sq. ft. ADA Splash Park
30’ wide ADA ramp into the existing pool
Deep end waterslide
Fencing and outdoor seating areas
Concession stand
Repair/replace existing concrete around the pool area

Total planned investment is $1.5 million. To date, the City has allocated $800,000 toward
the project and secured another $250,000 in grant funds from a local private donation. A
conceptual design for the splash park was completed by Sparks at Play with input from the
general public. Approximately 30 people attending an informational meeting in the fall of
2017. With continued support from Parkersburg City Council and the community, all of the
aforementioned improvements should be completed by May 2019.

(Splash Pad Rendering provided by Aquatix by Landscape Structures)
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City/Urban Renewal Authority Demolition Program
With the help of Parkersburg City Council, the Administration transitioned the funding
source for this program from the WV Housing Development Fund to the City’s General
Fund. While the Fund was invaluable in helping staff get the City’s demolition program
off the ground, this new approach has already saved the City time and money. The City
has allocated and/or spent $500,000 to assess, demolish and cleanup fifty slum and
blighted properties since 2016.
Another two dozen have either been demolished and/or repairs by the property owners so that
they are no longer on the City’s demolition list. In addition to reducing slum and blight, the
staff is developing short and long-term strategies to reposition these properties for new uses
and/or infill development projects.
Code Program
Funding for critical public services, which includes assistance to the City’s CODE
Enforcement Division. This program is designed to positively impact neighborhoods in
primarily low and moderate income census tracts throughout the city. This level of service
would not be possible without CDBG funding. CDBG funding allocated $49,000 for one
Code Enforcement Officer in FY17. Since July 1, 2017, this officer has reported 295 incident
reports, which included items like junk vehicles, tall grass, and minimum housing
requirements.
COPE Program
Funding for critical public services, which includes assistance to the City’s Community
Oriented Police Enforcement (COPE) Program was continued in 2017. This program is
designed to positively impact neighborhoods in primarily low and moderate income census
tracts throughout the City. This level of service would not be possible without CDBG
funding. CDBG funding allocated $75,000 for one COPE officer in FY17.

Other Grant Funded Projects
Justice Assistance Grant
The Byrne Justice Assistance Grant (JAG) Program assists local governments to enhance law
enforcement capabilities. This program helps to fund a variety of efforts to ensure that local
communities have the tools and equipment necessary to build safer communities. The City
has been awarded $17,975 from the JAG Program for FY 2017. The Parkersburg Police
Department intends to purchase four new LE collapsible stock rifles, and five Colt LE stepcut barrel rifles so each offer can be equipped with a rifle. Additionally, the PPD plans to
upgrade aging out inventory of its non-police-grade shotguns. Eighteen Remington 870P
shotguns will begin to replace the currently 75 lower quality Remington Express firearms.
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Assistance to Firefighters Grant
The Development Department secured an Assistance to
Firefighters Grant (AFG) for $23,800 from the US
Department of Homeland Security. The AFG provides
financial assistance directly to fire departments to enhance
their abilities to meet emergency response needs. With the
health and safety a critical component of our Fire
Department, new exhaust systems for Fire Stations 1, 2, 3,
4, 5 and 6 were installed in the first quarter of 2018.

REAP Grant / Litter Control Grant

(New Exhaust System at Station 1)

The Rehabilitation Environmental Action Plan (REAP) strives to clean up West Virginia and
rid the state of unsightly litter. REAP focusing on cleanup efforts with initiatives like the
Recycling Assistance Grant and the Litter Control Grant Programs. In 2016, the City of
Parkersburg applied and was awarded $98,000 for recycling programs. The City of
Parkersburg provides recycling pickup along with trash service. Throughout 2017, the City
of Parkersburg has been able to use those funds to purchase equipment such as a new skid
steer loader for our Recycling Center. We were also able to pave the road leading to the
Center, also known as 24th Street and pave a pad for our drop-off containers. No longer do
citizens have to drive down a gravel road and unload their recyclable materials. The City
also purchased recycling bins, steel materials and lighting for the drop-off area.
The Litter Control Grant is a matching fund that helps municipalities with community
cleanup and litter enforcement projects. In May of 2017, the City of Parkersburg applied and
was awarded $3,000 with a $3,000 match to purchase recycling bins. The City of
Parkersburg offers a free recycling (curbside) service along with trash pickup. At no extra
cost, City crews will pick up your recyclable materials at the curb. The Litter Control Grant
and REAP Grant is one way the City is able to make this service available to the public at no
additional cost.

(24th Street after paving)

(Concrete Pad for containers)
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Economic Development
While government, healthcare, and education continue to be the major drivers of the local
economy, there has been an uptick in small business development opportunities in the
community. This is particularly evident in the central business district, where several new
boutique businesses have set up shop. Investment by these entrepreneurs underscores several
positive trend lines in the national economy. Chief among them; consumers’ willingness to
spend more of their disposable income. It also demonstrates how a collaborative approach to
economic development can and will produce positive results over time. The following briefly
outlines the community’s accomplishments in 2017.

Business Retention, Expansion and Attraction (BRE&A) Efforts
To positively influence the decision of prospective entrepreneurs, the City of Parkersburg has
developed several business incentives. They include the following:
•
•
•
•

New Construction or Rehabilitation of Multifamily Housing Tax Credit Program
Vacant Building Revitalization Tax Credit Program
New Business Tax Credit Program
New Development Annexation Tax Rebate Program

While more than 50 new business permits
were issued by the City’s Zoning Office this
year, the Development Department is
pleased to report that at least one of those
businesses utilized one of the
aforementioned programs to expand their
operations in the community. Although this
information is available online and readily
shared with potential businesses by staff,
more needs to be done for these programs to
have ‘top of mind awareness.’ Going
forward, the Department will work with our
partners to identify ways to share this
information with more people, including
new business packets and other media.

(Grand Opening of Stocked Coffee)

The City would also like to thank our collaborative partners for all their efforts this past year.
They include but are not limited to the Wood County Economic Development Office, Downtown
PKB, Chamber of Commerce of the Mid-Ohio Valley, Mid-Ohio Valley Regional Council and
Mid-Ohio Valley - Workforce Investment Board.
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Hino Motors
Hino Motors, a subsidiary of the Toyota Company, purchased the old Coldwater Creek building
and is transforming it into a 1 million square foot, state of the art, manufacturing facility. While
the plant will not be open until 2019, more than $100 million will be invested in the new facility,
creating up to 250 good (new) paying jobs. Hino is expanding its operations to build a new line
of class 7 and 8 trucks in the United States. Its success and popularity in the market for class 4
through 6 trucks, has enabled the company to take on this next venture. The City is proud Hino
decided to stay in the Mid-Ohio Valley.

(Former Coldwater Creek building. Source: WTAP)

The Development Department would like to thank Lindsey Piersol at the Wood County
Economic Development Office, the Board of Directors and the State of West Virginia
Department of Commerce for their leadership on this project. It was truly a team effort, the
results of which will spur additional opportunities for economic growth in the years to come.

Marriott Towneplace Suites
Provided assistance to a local business,
Uptown Lodging, which opened a new hotel
in Downtown Parkersburg. The economic
development package helped spur millions
of dollars in private investment and created
16 full-time equivalent positions, all of
which positively improved the economic
situation for low and moderate income
individuals.

(Towneplace Suites on 7th Street)
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Edison Hill Commons
In 2016, the Miller-Valentine Group broke
ground at the Edison Hill Commons, a
multi-family development with 30 new
townhomes, as well as a clubhouse and
playground. The Edison Hill Commons is
being developed at the intersection of State
Route 95 and Rayon Drive. The project is
made possible by Low Income Housing Tax
Credits from the WV Housing Development
Fund. Wood County Schools, J.C. Bosley
Construction Inc, and the City of
Parkersburg teamed up to provide a safe
way for the kids at Edison Hill Commons to
get to school. The local construction
company worked on clearing a 400-footpath
from the nearby Martin Elementary School
to the Edison Hill Commons.

The project should be fully completed in the
Spring of 2018.

(Edison Hill Commons)

Parkersburg Elderly Housing – Rayon Drive
Neighborhood Development Services, a non-profit developer is currently constructing a 3-story
40 unit senior household apartment complex located at 1508 Rayon Drive. The apartments will
serve seniors (age 55+), who are at or below 60% of the area median income. The complex will
contain a community room and a management office in order to provide on-site services to the
residents. All units will be two bedrooms with a full kitchen, washer and dryer hookups, central
air, carpet and vinyl flooring, and many other amenities. The new complex will be situated on
the site of the former Rayon Elementary School, which was demolished in 2017. The
$5,000,000 investment project should be fully completed by the end of 2018.

(Rendering of the Parkersburg Elderly Housing provided by Neighborhood Development Services)
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Kroger Grand Reopening
On November 29, the community gathered
to celebrate the grand reopening of the
Kroger Store at 2007 E. 7th Street.
According to officials, the $2.9 million
renovation project was the most substantial
upgrade to the facility since it opened in
1980. Equally important, the store hired
fifteen additional employees thanks to the
upgrade and expanded services. We
appreciate Kroger’s commitment and
reinvestment in the community.

(Kroger Grand Reopening at 7th Street)

Sheetz
At the beginning of 2017, developers petitioned to abandoned unnamed alleys located within a
block at the intersection of 7th Street and East Street. This was the first step taken to help ensure
that a Sheetz Convenience Store was coming to town. After that, it was announced that a second
Sheetz was being planned on Ann Street between 2nd and 3rd Street in Downtown Parkersburg.
The Pennsylvania-based convenience store and gas station chain is already located throughout
the State of West Virginia and the hope is that Sheetz can secure more locations throughout the
City. The first Sheetz to open was the Ann Street location, which celebrated their grand opening
on January 11th, 2018, and the 7th Street Sheetz had a grand opening on February 28th, 2018.
The City of Parkersburg is excited about the opportunities that the popular chain will bring to the
community.

(New Sheetz located at the corner of 7th & East Street)

21

Downtown Parkersburg Collaborative Projects & Initiatives
Working with our partners, several projects were tackled and/or completed this year. First and
foremost was the development of a conceptual plan for two vacant buildings in downtown
Parkersburg by Downtown PKB. The objective; lay the groundwork to entice a developer to
transform the old Campbell Plaza and/or Cox buildings into a vibrant mixed-use space. Potential
uses include commercial office, retail, and housing. A small business incubator/co-working
space was also drafted. Next steps include finalizing promotional materials for the sites that can
be distributed to potential investors. A special thanks to Downtown PKB for convening the
group of stakeholders and leading the effort.

(Picture of a Co-Working Space at THE HUB in Martinsburg, WV)

Staff also worked with the new property
owners of the Federal Building (424 Juliana
Street) to identify potential uses and
financial assistance for the facility.
Potential uses discussed include housing,
commercial office, some retail and potential
convention/meeting space meeting.
Ensuring this property is reused in the future
is a top priority. The City and its partners
stand ready to assist the owner and/or list
agent going forward. The building was
purchased by the owner for $1.3 million,
after a competitive auction/bidding process
facilitated by the United State General
Services Administration. The owners reside
in New York City area.

(Federal Building located at 425 Juliana Street)
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Finally, the City installed new decorative (Edison) lights in the 700 block of Market Street in
October. This project was completed in conjunction with the first annual Artoberfest, sponsored
by the Parkersburg Art Center and Parkersburg Brewing Company. The installation was a
throwback to earlier days when Market Street was adorned with lighted arches. It was also
meant to underscore the central business district’s reemergence as an arts, entertainment and
cultural hub in the Mid-Ohio Valley. A special thanks to Downtown PKB’s Design Committee
for their consultation and support of this project.

(Picture of the Edison lights on Market Street)

Launchpad 2017
Launchpad is a small business development
initiative sponsored by the Mid-Ohio Valley
Regional Council. It was designed to give
prospective entrepreneurs, as well as new
business (less than two years old) an
opportunity to expand their business. To
raise awareness and encourage more
participants, organizers held an open house
before the 2nd annual pitch contest in
conjunction with the Chamber of Commerce
of the Mid-Ohio Valley’s Chamber After
Hours event. Organizers received double
the number applications from the previous
year and more than 100 people attended the
open house and final five presentations. The
winner, Pastry, and Petals of Cairo, WV,
took home a $5,000 cash prize. Organizers
look forward to hosting the pitch contest
again next year.

Launchpad Winner – Pastry & Petals of Cairo, WV

23

Leaders of Vision
Leaders of Vision is a collaborative effort
between the Ohio Valley University,
McDonough Foundation, United Way of
Mid-Ohio Valley and the City of
Parkersburg. The program was designed to
help mid-level managers develop the
character and skills sets necessary to become
effective leaders now and in the future. This
year, forty-five peopled paid a nominal fee
to participate in the four intense training
sessions hosted by Strata certified trainers.
The last session will be held in conjunction
with the Nonprofits LEAD seminar at
Marietta College in May 2018. To learn
more, please visit https://ovu.edu/leaders-ofvision-academy.html.

(Leaders of Vision Seminar)

Municipal Planning
The City of Parkersburg Development Department is tasked with executing and administering
physical land-use improvements and economic and community development planning for the
City of Parkersburg. The Planning Division provides technical and administrative support to the
Municipal Planning Commission, City Tree Commission, Bicycle Advisory Board, and the
Urban Renewal Authority.
2017 was an exciting year for the Development Department’s Planning Division. Staff
facilitated subdivisions and thoroughfare abandonment petitions, such as the abandonment of the
right of ways for the development of a Sheetz Convenience Store. The Municipal Planning
Commission also oversaw rezoning applications near and along 7th Street for a new auto parts
store and a new location for a local roofing company. The Tree Commission planted trees
throughout City Park and along Market Street, while the Bicycle Advisory Board helped the
Mid-Ohio Valley Transit Authority on location recommendations for their grant-funded bike
repair stations. Staff also worked very hard to develop new programs like the new Outdoor
Dining Ordinance, which will allow dining on the public sidewalks in the Central Business
District.
The following is a summary of the various Planning Division activities for 2017.
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Subdivision Reviews
The Planning Division works in conjunction with the City Engineer’s Office and Parkersburg
Utility Board for standard Minor Subdivision Application review, and the Assistant City
Attorney’s office as warranted. The City of Parkersburg has four different types of minor
subdivisions. First, the division of land into fewer than five or more lots that does not require the
dedication of streets or a change of streets, or the division of land into parcels greater than five
acres where no street right of way dedication is involved. Consolidation of two or more existing
lots into one lot and the public acquisition by purchase of strips of land, for widening or opening
of streets are both minor subdivisions. Thirteen applications were reviewed and approved by
staff this year. They include the following:
Date

Type

Applicant

Location

01/20/17

Division of lots
5 or less &
Consolidation

Kevin Britton
Jeremy LeMasters

Tax Map 59 Parcels 9, 10, 11, 12 & alley
3204 25th Street
2420 Lincoln Avenue

02/22/17

Division of lots
5 or less &
Consolidation

Darrell Skidmore

Tax Map 105 Parcels B, C1 & C4
2623 14th Avenue

03/13/17

Division of lots
5 or less

William West

Tax Map 16 Parcel A
1129 Pike Street

04/05/17

Consolidation

Tran Nguyen

Tax Map 38 Parcels C9, 201, 202 & 203
902 30th Street

04/18/17

Division of lots
5 or less &
Consolidation

Parkersburg
Development
Partners, LLC &
Napoli’s

Tax Map 82, Parcels 95-99, 100,
107-116, 121 & abandoned alleys
1102 7th Street
1118 7th Street

06/16/17

Division of lots
5 or less &
Consolidation

Mindy Smith &
Breek Gustke &
Julie Griffith

Tax Map 31 Parcels 100.1, 101, 102
& 103
1100 & 1106 West Virginia Avenue

08/02/17

Consolidation

Craig & Clay
Ullman

Tax Map 115 Parcels 138A & 159
2212 Pike Street
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09/22/17

Consolidation

Parkersburg
Elderly Housing
Limited Partnership

Tax Map 112 Parcels 160-165 & F
1508 Rayon Drive

10/06/17

Division of lots
5 or less

Rebecca Bibbee

Tax Map 111 Parcels 39 & 40
1610 Ridgeway Avenue

10/17/17

Division of lots
5 or less &
Consolidation

JoAnn Smith &
Sassi Woman of
ID Theft

Tax Map 125 Parcels 145, 147 &
abandoned alley
2209 Division Street Ext.

10/17/17

Division of lots
5 or less &
Consolidation

Jeffery Mace

Tax Map 148 Parcels 54, 55, 56
& 57
906 Summers Street

10/19/17

Consolidation

TLM, LLC

Tax Map 94 Parcels 1-8, 8D, 9-11
11A, 12, & 13
3rd and Ann Street

11/8/17

Consolidation

Sondra Veon

Tax Map 9 Parcels 137 & 138
2302 7th Avenue

The City of Parkersburg considers the division of a parcel of land requiring the dedication of
streets or a change of streets, or the division of land into five or more lots, a Major Subdivision.
In 2017, there were no major subdivision applications submitted to the Planning Division.
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Rezoning Petitions
The City of Parkersburg Municipal Planning Commission reviews rezoning petitions in
accordance with West Virginia Code. All rezoning applications must be reviewed by the
Planning Commission and are reviewed in comparison to the 2020 Master Comprehensive Plan.
Three rezoning petitions were reviewed, but only two were approved by the Municipal Planning
Commission in 2017.
MPC Date

Zone Change

Applicant

Location

05/19/17

R-4 to a B-2 Zone

Jon Barker

Tax Map 82 Parcels 37 & 38
1004 & 1010 Virginia Ave.

06/16/17

R-4 to a B-2 Zone

Daniel Thomas

Tax Map 38 Parcels 77-85
703, 711, 713, 715 & 717
29th Street

12/15/17

R-3 to a B-2 Zone

Todd Kimling
Hutton ST 17, LLC

Tax Map 74, Parcel 10A
538 Ellis Avenue

The first petition involved the rezoning of Tax Map 82, Parcels 37 & 38 both located on Virginia
Avenue. The petitioner sought to rezone this property from an R-4 Residential Zone to a B-2
Business Zone in order to build a new building and relocate his roofing company. The petition
was approved at the May 19, 2017, Municipal Planning Commission meeting and by
Parkersburg City Council on June 27, 2017, by ordinance # 0-1573.
The second petition involved the rezoning of Tax Map 38, Parcels 77-85, located along 29th
Street. The petitioner sought to rezone this property from an R-4 Residential Zone to a B-2
Business Zone. The petition was denied at the June 16, 2017, Municipal Planning Commission
meeting.
The third petition involved the rezoning of Tax Map 74, Parcel 10A located on Ellis Avenue, near
the intersection of 7th Street & Ellis Avenue. The petitioner sought to rezone this property from
an R-3 Residential Zone to a B-2 Business Zone. Parcel 10A was a part of other Parcels, already
zoned B-2. The petitioner is planning on building a new Auto Parts Store. The petition was
approved at the December 15, 2017, Municipal Planning Commission meeting and Parkersburg
City Council on January 23, 2018, by ordinance # 0-1583.
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Thoroughfare Abandonment Petitions
The City of Parkersburg Municipal Planning Commission reviews Thoroughfare Abandonment
Petitions for the impact of Right-of-Way closure and resulting property transfer. Four
Thoroughfare Abandonment petitions were reviewed and approved by the Municipal Planning
Commission and City Council in 2017.
MPC Date

Applicant

Location

Approved

02/17/17

Parkersburg Development
Partners LLC

7th Street, East Street,
Mary Street &
Stephenson Avenue

YES

04/21/17

Michael Kerns

1002 Clyde Street

YES

12/15/17

Brenda Dowler

2502 6th Avenue

YES

12/15/17

Camden Clark
Memorial Hospital

7 ½ Street

YES

The first petition involved the abandonment of two unnamed alleys, all within the block of 7th
Street, East Street, Mary Street & Stephenson Avenue. The petitioner requested utility rights be
released with the abandonment in order to develop a Sheetz Convenience Store. The petition
was approved at the February 17, 2017, Municipal Planning Commission meeting and
Parkersburg City Council on March 14, 2017, by ordinance # 0-1565.
The second petition involved the abandonment of an unnamed right-of-way lying within the
property of Tax Map 113, Parcel A, also known as 1002 Clyde Street. The petitioner seeks to
develop Parcel A in the future. The petition was approved at the April 21, 2017, Municipal
Planning Commission meeting and Parkersburg City Council on May 23, 2017, by ordinance #
0-1572.
The third petition involved the abandonment of utility easements in an already abandoned rightof-way, formally known as a portion of 6th Avenue. The right-of-way was abandoned in 1983
and later became Tax Map 9 Parcel 173. The petitioner is planning on building her new home on
the property. The petition was approved at the December 15, 2017, Municipal Planning
Commission meeting and Parkersburg City Council on January 23, 2018, by ordinance # 0-1581.
The fourth petition involved the abandonment of 7 ½ Street which runs from Ann Street to
Juliana Street in Downtown Parkersburg. The petitioner wants to incorporate the abandoned 7 ½
Street with their existing parking and redevelop the whole parking lot. The petition was
approved at the December 15, 2017, Municipal Planning Commission meeting and Parkersburg
City Council on January 23, 2018, by ordinance #0-1582.
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Annexation Applications
The City of Parkersburg welcomes residents and business to join our community. The City of
Parkersburg Municipal Planning Commission reviews annexation petitions in accordance with
West Virginia Code and the procedures established by The City of Parkersburg and Wood
County, WV. The City of Parkersburg did not receive any petitions for annexation in 2017.

Comprehensive Planning
To date the following recommendations set forth in the City’s Comprehensive Master Plan for
2020 were completed and/or in progress:


Adopt the Future Land Use Map



Update ordinances



Facilitate the growth of industry clusters



Continue downtown revitalization efforts



Promote a mix of uses on Ft. Boreman Hill



Supportive infrastructure for 21st Century Economy



Continue to target and apply for funding to assist with maintenance and rehab of existing
housing in the City



Provide incentives for constructing in targeted redevelopment areas



Work with residents to prioritize sidewalk improvements



Support expansion of water and sewer services where economically feasible



Encourage civic engagement through the establishment of Neighborhood Associations



Plan/schedule community clean-up days



Encourage the reuse of old buildings through a variety of incentives



Expand and coordinate cultural events and activities throughout the City



Partner to develop a venue for year-round larger scale regional events



Continue support for the Greater Parkersburg Convention and Visitors Bureau
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Tree Commission
Administration
The City Tree Commission was established by Article 165 of the Codified Ordinances of the City
of Parkersburg, WV. The Tree Commission was specifically established to “have the power to
study, investigate, plan, advise, report and recommend to Council, the Public Works Director
and/or the Mayor any action, program, or plan of legislation which the Commission shall find or
determine to be necessary or advisable for the care, preservation, trimming, planting, replanting,
removal, or disposition of trees and shrubs in public ways, streets, alleys, and other public
grounds” (Article 165.04, Codified Ordinances of the City of Parkersburg, WV).

2017 Tree City USA
The City of Parkersburg has been a Tree City USA for 19 years and is confident that 2018 will be
number 20. In order to qualify as a Tree City, Parkersburg must meet four standards established
by the Arbor Day Foundation and the National Association of State Foresters. Those standards
are; Formation of a Tree Board, a Tree Care Ordinance, Annual Budget of at least $2 per capita,
and observe Arbor Day.
The City of Parkersburg spent a total of $84,360.05 for community forestry efforts in 2017, for a
per capita effort of $2.71. Please note the following projects:


41 new trees were planted.



At least 32 trees were pruned.



At least 40 trees were removed.

The City also held Arbor Day celebrations on May 1, 2017, at the Parkersburg South High
School.

Projects
In 2017, The Parkersburg Tree Commission planted over 40 trees with Market Street being home
to 7 new trees and City Park getting over 30 new trees. The Parkersburg Tree Commission will
continue to find new projects while also focusing on the care of the existing trees throughout the
City.
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Urban Renewal Authority
Administration
The Urban Renewal Authority of Parkersburg was created in accordance with West Virginia
Code, Chapter 16. An Urban Renewal Authority is a public body created to acquire, prepare,
develop, redevelop, and sell or lease neglected properties in slum or blighted areas. The Urban
Renewal Authority of Parkersburg makes applications available for property owners to donate
their property to the Authority and for interested individuals who want to purchase property that
is currently owned by URA.

2017 Applications
In 2017, the Urban Renewal Authority reviewed five applications; three were to donate property
and two were to purchase property.

Date

Type

Applicant

Location

Accepted

01/24/17

Donation

James Wells

Tax Map 70 Parcel 354
911 15th Street

Contingent

01/24/17

Donation

James Wells

Tax Map 77 Parcel 127
1100 Swann Street

NO

05/09/17

Donation

William &
Nelli Millard

Tax Map 71 Parcel 1
1626 Park Street

Contingent

09/12/17

Purchase

O.B. Epling

Tax Map 77 Parcel 249
1008 13th Street

$1,000
YES

09/12/17

Purchase

Jennifer Saarinen

Tax Map 76 Parcel 192
1122 Avery Street
Tax Map 76 Parcel 193
1120 Avery Street

$2,000
Tabled

The first two donation applications were petitioned by the same applicant. The Urban Renewal
Authority did not accept the donation for property on 1100 Swann Street but did accept the
donation of an empty lot on 911 15th Street contingent upon a clean title opinion. However, the
title opinion came back with deficiencies.
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The third donation application for 1626 Park Street was accepted by the Urban Renewal
Authority contingent upon outstanding City Fees being paid before a title opinion is issued.
However, the applicant informed City Staff that they would be pursuing other options.
The first application to purchase property offered $1,000 for the empty lot at 1008 13th Street.
The applicant is hoping to acquire more property within that block and build new homes. The
Urban Renewal Authority accepted his offer and a quit-claim deed was prepared and transferred
to the applicant.
The second application to purchase property offered $2,000 for two empty lots at 1120 and 1122
Avery Street. The applicant owns the property next to those lots and is currently fixing that
property. The application was tabled at the meeting and will be addressed in the future.

Bicycle Advisory Board
Administration
The Parkersburg Bicycle Advisory Board is established by Article 156 of the Codified
Ordinances of the City of Parkersburg, WV. The board was specifically established to “advise
the City Council, the Mayor and all Departments and Offices of the City on matters related
bicycling and the impact City actions may have upon bicycling; and shall have the opportunity to
contribute in an advisory capacity to all aspects of the City's planning process insofar as they
may relate to bicycling.”

Projects
The Parkersburg Bicycle Advisory Board held a ride for Bike to Work Day on May 19, 2017.
The Board also spent time looking at the Historic Loop route and the 2nd Street route for better
signage and markings. The Board also helped the Mid-Ohio Valley Transit Authority in finding
locations to place their bike repair stations throughout the City.
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Zoning & Building Permits
This year, 284 Zoning Applications were filed with the City of Parkersburg. Of those filings, 62
were for new businesses and 28 new structures. Of the new structures in the City of Parkersburg,
15 were new commercial structures, 11 were new dwellings, 1 new duplex, and 1 apartment
building. Approved commercial structures included an addition to existing buildings, such as
SW Resources & Louis Thomas Subaru, and two new Sheetz Convenience Stores. Additionally,
a total of 13 new residential structures were approved including a new 40 unit senior housing
development where the old Rayon School was located.
For more information related to Zoning Permits and Applications, please contact Lydia White at
304-424-8477 or by email at lydia.white@parkersburgwv.gov.
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