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Fire Station Replacement Project 

PROJECT SUMMARY: 

Design and construction of three new fire stations at the following locations: 

• 500 16th Street (Station #2): $1.5 million 

• 1313 West Virginia Avenue (Station #4): $1.7 million 

• 1207 Liberty Street (Station #3): Will be evaluated for feasibility and necessity 

upon completion of Station #4. 

Each station will be approximately 6,000 square feet and be made of out of masonry block 

with a pitched metal roof.  Note, Fire Station #2 was completed in the Summer of 2019 

and construction on Station #4 has started.  Anticipated completion date for Station #4 is 

July 2020. 

Source: Parkersburg News and Sentinel 
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PROJECT NEED: 

The three fire stations to be replaced were constructed in the 1930s.  After almost 90 

years in service, the roofs leak, downspouts have failed, floors are cracked and the 

sleeping quarters are in poor condition. 

PROJECT COST ESTIMATE: $3,000,000  

FUND SOURCE: 

The first station constructed at 16th and Covert Street was financed through a Section 108 

Loan from the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development.  This loan will be 

repaid using General Fund and Community Development Block Grant Program funds over 

the next twenty years.  The other stations will utilize bond financing through the 

Parkersburg Building Commission.    

PROJECT COMPLETION DATE: 2019-2021 

OPERATION MAINTENANCE: 

$30,000 per year ($10,000/station per year)  
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Asphalt Milling and Overlay 

PROJECT SUMMARY: 

In 2019, the milling and overlay of asphalt 

roadways will be selected on condition using the 

(in-house) micro-paver spreadsheet.  These 

roads will be mapped, marked, measured, and 

estimated for a contract, to be bid out in early 

spring.  

PROJECT NEED: 

Asphalt streets degrade overtime.  Since there are 141 miles of paved streets in the City of 

Parkersburg, milling and overlay projects should be an ongoing capital improvement 

project.   In the last three years, the City has paved approximately 27.9 miles of streets in 

the community for a total capital investment of $4.5 million.  For more information, please 

see historical detail below: 

Budget Year  Capital Investment  Miles Paved 

FY 17-19:   $1,510,888    10.5 Miles 

FY 18-19:   $1,601,924    7.9 Miles 

FY 19-20:   $1,389,933    9.5 Miles 

Note, at this current rate, it would take approximately fifteen years to pave all the streets 

in the City of Parkersburg. 

PROJECT COST ESTIMATE:  $1,500,000 

FUND SOURCE:  USER FEE FUND 

 

PROJECT /COMPLETION DATE: ANNUAL 

OPERATION MAINTENANCE: 

Annual budget from line item 750-458-000 (User Fee Fund) 
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Pavement Preservation Project 

PROJECT SUMMARY: 

To ensure the City’s investment in paving roadways is maximized, it is recommended that 

the Public Works Department implement a Pavement Preservation Program on streets 

that were paved in the last three years.   

PROJECT NEED:   

On average, approximately seven percent of the City’s streets have been allocated to be 

resurfaced.  To extend the service life of these improvements, pavement preservation 

techniques should be implemented.  Pavement preservation would not only extend the 

service life of resurfaced roadways by a minimum of five to ten years, but reduce the 

number of roads that need to be resurfaced on an annual basis, thereby lowering overall 

costs.  

PROJECT COST ESTIMATE:   $300,000 FIRST YEAR (APPROXIMATELY 28 MILES) 

             $100,0000 ANNUALLY THEREAFTER (APPROXIMATELY 10 MILES) 

FUND SOURCE:  USER FEE FUND 

PROJECT IMPLEMENTATION/COMPLETION DATE:  ANNUAL 
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Concrete Slab Replacement Project 

PROJECT SUMMARY: 

The Engineering Division has compiled a list of 

streets in need of concrete slab replacement.  

Projects will be selected based on the severity of the 

concrete’s condition and replaced utilizing contract 

services. 

PROJECT NEED:   

Various roadways within the City limits are 

constructed of six-inch concrete slabs, some of which have been overlaid with 1 ½ inches 

of asphalt.  Over time, these repairs have failed, and the slabs need to be replaced to 

maintain a good level of service for residents. 

PROJECT COST ESTIMATE:  $250,000 

FUND SOURCE:  USER FEE FUND 

PROJECT IMPLEMENTATION/COMPLETION DATE:  ANNUALY 

OPERATION COST AND MAINTENANCE ESTIMATE:  

Yearly budget of $250,000 until need reduces.  
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STORMWATER 

PROJECT SUMMARY: 

In order to satisfy the MS4 Program requirement mandated by the West Virginia 

Department of Environmental Protection, the City’s storm water system will be assessed 

annually for maintenance and repair to aging infrastructure. 

PROJECT NEED: 

Due to the age and condition of the City’s current 

storm water infrastructure, the Public Works 

Department must perform necessary repairs and 

make improvements to the existing substructure 

annually. This includes, but is not limited to pipe 

lining, pipe replacement, inlet reconstruction, 

retention systems, and new updated systems.  

Below is a historical account of recent funds 

expensed and project estimate for the upcoming 

fiscal year: 

Budget Year  Capital Investment   

FY 19:    $ 749,246     

FY 20:    $ 799,005     

FY 21:    $ 950,000     

 

 

   

Before 

After 

Pipe Lining 
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PROJECT COST ESTIMATE: $950,000 

FUND SOURCE: GENERAL FUND     

PROJECT COMPLETION DATE: ANNUALLY 

OPERATION MAINTENANCE:  

Yearly budget of $950,000 from the Storm Water Management Account (805-458-000) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

New Stormwater Retention System 
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Floodwall Maintenance 

SUMMARY: 

Maintenance and essential upgrades to 

the floodwall’s existing structure and 

gates are long overdue.   

PROJECT NEED: 

The City’s floodwall is a vital piece of 

infrastructure for protecting the residents 

and businesses in Parkersburg from 

annual flooding that occurs on the Ohio 

River.   Due to the increasing age of the 

wall, ongoing maintenance, and repairs, 

such as permanent closures to non-

essential gates, joint sealing, electrical 

upgrades to the pump stations, stream 

restoration, and painting of panel 

numbers, are all crucial in maintaining 

the integrity of the floodwall.  

As a result of much needed inspections 

and improvements in 2019, the City’s  

Floodwall received a minimally 

acceptable rating from the U.S. Army 

Corps of Engineers in December.  This 

notification moves the City one step 

closer to the floodwall being in 

compliance with the Federal Emergency 

Management Agency requirements.  All 

documentation for the FEMA 

accreditation of the City’s floodwall will 

be submitted in February 2020.  
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Below is a historical account of recent funds expensed and a project estimate for the 

upcoming fiscal year: 

Budget Year  Capital Investment   

FY 19:    $ 151,132     

FY 20:    $ 450,264     

FY 21:    $ 450,000 

PROJECT COST ESTIMATE: $450,000 

FUND SOURCE: GENERAL FUND  

PROJECT COMPLETION DATE:  ANNUALLY 

OPERATION MAINTENANCE:  

Yearly budget of $450,000 until the need is reduced.  Note, this does not include 

maintenance personnel costs. 
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Source: http://dldreference.blogspot.com/2017/10/20171013-parkersburg-wv-oil-gas-museum.html 
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Central Garage Replacement 

PROJECT DESCRIPTION:   

The current location of the central garage, 2507 Camden Avenue, is antiquated and in 

disrepair.  The 34,000 square feet facility consists of a main office building and equipment 

storage building.  In 2008, a design study for a new facility in proximity to the MRF on 24th 

Street was performed.   

PROJECT NEED: 

The garage is over 50 years old.  There is not enough space under roof for the current 

inventory of equipment.  The facility is also in poor condition and could be better served 

elsewhere, allowing for potential commercial development along highly visible and 

traveled corridors (Rt. 50, Camden Avenue and East/Pike Street).  
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PROJECT COST ESTIMATE:  $5,000,000  

FUND SOURCE: GENERAL FUND 

PROJECT COMPLETION DATE: TO BE DETERMINED BASED ON FUNDING AND AVAILABLE SPACE 

OPERATION MAINTENANCE: 

$20,000 annually for utilities and general upkeep. 

 

Source:  Google Earth 
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Stewart Avenue -Road Widening and Retaining Wall 

PROJECT SUMMARY: 

Construction of a new retaining wall to allow for road widening for a narrow section of 

road. 

PROJECT NEED: 

Due to the high traffic and bus route on Stewart Avenue, a portion of the roadway (shown 

below) needs to be widened to allow safe passage of vehicular traffic and public 

transportation buses. Also, the proximity of the bank, lack of shoulder, and inadequate 

drainage will accelerate the deterioration of the pavement surface.  

PROJECT COST ESTIMATE: $200,000 

FUND SOURCE:  GENERAL FUND AND 
GRANT FUNDING 

PROJECT COMPLETION DATE: 2022-2023 

OPERATION MAINTENANCE:   

There should be no additional costs for 

maintenance for at least 15 years. 
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Gihon Road Sidewalk Project 

PROJECT SUMMARY: 

This project will replace and/or install 1,200 linear feet of sidewalk on Gihon Road, from 

Hugh Street to David Lee Drive, and on David Lee Drive, from Gihon Road to Capital Drive. 

PROJECT NEED: 

Many students that live behind Gihon Shopping Plaza walk 

to Gihon Elementary School.  Their preferred walking path 

is along David Lee Drive and Gihon Road.  Currently, there 

is no sidewalk along this stretch of roadway.  While the 

City secured a grant from the West Virginia Department of 

Transportation (WVDOT) for this project in 2016, 

estimated costs increased significantly after engineering 

documents were drafted.  At the behest of the WVDOT, the 

City applied for additional project funding in 2019.  This is 

reflected below under Fund Source. As of the date of this 

plan’s completion, the State of West Virginia had not 

announced grant funds for FY19.    

FUND SOURCE: 

FY 16 WVDOT – Transportation Alternative Grant Program:  $ 64,920 

FY 16 Community Development Block Grant (20% match):  $ 16,230 

FY 19 WVDOT – Transportation Alternative Grant Program: $ 320,000 

FY 19 Community Development Block Grant (20% match): $ 80,000 

Total Project Cost:       $ 481,150 

PROJECT COMPLETION DATE: 2021 

OPERATION MAINTENANCE: 

There should be no additional costs for maintenance for at least 15 years. 
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Rayon Drive Sidewalk Project 

PROJECT SUMMARY: 

This project will replace and/or install 2,200 linear feet of 

sidewalk on Rayon Drive, between Pike Street and 12th 

Avenue.  Due to funding, this project has been divided into two 

phases (Phase 1 and 2). 

PROJECT NEED: 

Rayon Drive is a highly traveled corridor for motorists and 

pedestrians.  Except for a few instances, a vast majority of the 

corridor does not have a sidewalk.  To improve safety conditions for pedestrians, the City’s 

long-term goal is to construct a sidewalk on the north side of Rayon Drive, from Pike 

Street to Rt. 95 in several phases.  The City has received a $240,000 grant from the 

WVDOT and will commit $60,000 in User Fee Funds for the first phase of the project 

described above.  While CDBG funds were initially committed for the match, the proposed 

area of work is no longer in a qualified (low to moderate income) census tract, hence the 

need to use matching funds from another source. 

PROJECT COST ESTIMATE: $1,700,000 

Note, this updated project cost estimate is based on the projected increase in costs to 

design and construct Phase 1, which includes the construction of new ADA compliance 

sidewalks from 14th Avenue in an easterly direction to 12th Avenue.   Phase 1 is projected 

to cost approximately $500,000. 

FUND SOURCE: 

FY 16 WVDOT – Transportation Alternative Grant Program: $ 240,000  

FY 16 User Fee Fund (20% match):     $ 60,000 

FY 19 WVDOT – Transportation Alternative Grant Program: $ 160,000 

FY 19 User Fee Fund (20% match):     $ 40,000 

Total Project Cost:       $500,000 
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PROJECT COMPLETION DATE:  2021 FOR PHASE 1 

OPERATION MAINTENANCE: 

Other than snow debris/removal, there should be no maintenance cost for at least 15 

years. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Source:  Google Earth 

So
u

rc
e:

  G
o

o
gl

e 
E

ar
th

 

P
h

a
se

 1
 

P
h

a
se

 2
 



2020-2025 INFRASTRUCTURE CAPITAL PLAN 

Page 18 

St. Mary’s/Dudley Avenue Streetscape Enhancement Project 

PROJECT SUMMARY:  

The City intends to replace deteriorated 

sidewalks, curb cuts, truncated domes and 

old sodium light fixtures along the St. 

Mary’s Avenue/Dudley Avenue Corridor.  

Given the scope of this project, 

improvements will be completed in three 

to five phases (as funding permits).  The 

first phase would include many of the 

above-mentioned improvements on St 

Mary’s Avenue, between 13th & 16th Street.  

Additional improvements may include, but 

are not limited to, replacing retaining 

walls (where appropriate) and 

consolidating power poles.  

PROJECT NEED: 

To improve safety and encourage redevelopment, infrastructure improvements are 

needed along this corridor.  Planned improvements include the installation of new ADA 

sidewalks, curb cuts (especially at ingress/egress locations of businesses), better bus stop 

placements, implementing safer street crossings with pedestrian traffic lights and signage, 

as well as new lighting and traffic-calming measures.   

This project, along with subsequent phases, is designed to improve pedestrian and 

motorist safety and encourage more private investment opportunities along this 

commercial corridor that is home to Parkersburg High School and two elementary 

schools.  While McKinley Elementary is slated to close at the end of the 2019-2020 school 

year, it could be repurposed (in the future) to accommodate multifamily housing. 

PROJECT COST ESTIMATE: 

Total Project Cost is approximately $4,500,000.  Phase 1 is estimated to cost 

approximately $500,000 (between 13th and 15th Streets). 
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FUND SOURCE: 

To date, $150,000 in CDBG funds have been allocated for this project. The City has also 

applied for a WVDOT – Transportation Alternative Program Grant for Design Services in 

the amount of $75,000.  This application did not require a match.  As of the date of this 

plan, no announcement had been made for FY 19 grant funds. 
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Market Streetscape Enhancement Project 

PROJECT SUMMARY: 

In 2004, the City of Parkersburg completed a streetscape enhancement project on Market 

Street, between 4th and 9th Streets.  Total project cost (at that time) was approximately 

$927,000.  To further beautify and improve the safety for motorists and pedestrians alike, 

the City should consider making the following improvements to upper Market Street 

(between 9th and 13th Streets); install new sidewalks, ADA ramps, decorative pavers, 

period lighting (where feasible) and other pedestrian amenities. 

PROJECT NEED: 

In recent years, the private sector has made substantial improvements to several 

properties on upper Market Street.  This corridor is also home to several local businesses 

and is situated between two residential neighborhoods; the Julia-Ann Historic District and 

Avery Street Historic District.  Given all this and the desire to further redevelop downtown 

Parkersburg into a walkable and desirable community, improving the upper portion of 

Market Street should be a priority in the future. 
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PROJECT COST ESTIMATE: $2.6 MILLION 

Total estimated cost includes materials and contracted labor. 

FUND SOURCE: 

To date, approximately $169,200 has been allocated for the project in Community 

Development Block Grant funds.  Other potential sources of funding include the City’s 

General Fund, Community Development Block Grant Funds, the User Free and 

Transportation Enhancement Grants from the WV Department of Transportation.  The 

City intends to hire an engineering firm by March 2020 to develop a plan and construction 

documents for the project. 

OPERATION AND MAINTENANCE: 

There would be no additional costs for at least 10 years upon project completion. 
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Ohio River Multiuse Trail Project 

PROJECT SUMMARY: 

The Ohio River Multiuse Trail will extend the existing trail, at Riverfront Park, in a 

northerly direction along the river (2.6 miles) to the City’s corporation limits.  In doing so, 

the WV Department of Transportation is expected to hire a contractor in the summer/fall 

2020 to build the trail and construct a 44-foot concrete bridge over the Pond Run outfall.  

The path will be 10 feet wide to accommodate two lanes of pedestrian and/or bicycle 

traffic. 

PROJECT NEED: 

In today’s increasingly mobile and interconnected society, people often choose where they 

want to live before taking a job.  Studies show that young people/professionals are 

attracted to places that have a sense of community and good quality of life – including 

recreational amenities.  This trail has been in discussion and/or planning stages for more 

than 20 years.  When completed, it will enhance the City’s network of bicycle trails and 
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enable further extension projects to the north.  The goal among regional planners is to 

develop a multiuse trail system that connects Parkersburg to Marietta, as well as to the 

North Bend Rail Trail and beyond. 

With the exception of the Urban Renewal Authority, the City has secured all the necessary 

rights-of-way for the project and the trail has been designed by WVDOT’s engineering 

consultant.  City officials are currently working with staff from WVDOT and the U.S. Army 

Corp. of Engineers to secure other necessary approvals/permits for the project.  Most 

recently, WVDOT’s consultant on the project completed a slope stability analysis on the 

proposed pedestrian bridge.   

PROJECT COST ESTIMATE: $725,000 

FUND SOURCE: 

 

WVDOT-Division of Highways, Transportation Alternative Grant Program:  $ 593,750 

General Funds:          $ 31,250 

Total:           $ 625,000 

The above-mentioned cost reflects the estimated cost for the project and secured funds to 

date.  Additional funding may necessary for this project due to the passage of time. 

PROJECT COMPLETION DATE: 2020-2021 

OPERATION MAINTENACE: 

There should be no cost for at least 15 years except for garbage, cleanup, snow and debris 

removal. 

 


