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Message from the Director

Dear residents of Parkersburg,

I am honored to present the 2022 Annual Report for the Planning &
Development Department of the City of Parkersburg. This year we
were focused on ‘bouncing back’, ge�ng se�led into pre-pandemic
norms of opera�ons, and con�nuing our work to enhance the
community’s livability, resilience, and economic vitality.

Under the leadership of Mayor Tom Joyce and Parkersburg City
Council, the Department implemented several new programs and
ini�a�ves, including:

• Residen�al Assisted Demoli�on Ini�a�ve

• Construc�on and closing of two new affordable single-family
homes

• Nonprofit support with financial assistance to 25 local
organiza�ons

• Housing Needs Assessment in partnership with the City of
Vienna and Wood County Commission

• Accessory Dwelling Unit ordinance

In 2023, the city will con�nue to ac�vely engage with its residents.
This will include the release of a newly developed website and an
accessible ci�zen engagement portal. We are also excited to see a
con�nued push for art installa�ons in the central business district
and expanded access to recrea�onal ameni�es, including the
Parkersburg-Ohio River Trail and Southwood Park swimming pool.

Our team is commi�ed to transparency and sharing our work with
the community. This report is a testament to that commitment. As
we con�nue into 2023, the Development Department will remain
dedicated to public service, exploring new and exci�ng ways to help
and engage with the residents of Parkersburg.

Respec�ully,

Ryan Barber, Development Director2 3



City of Parkersburg Development Department Staff

The Development Department takes an ac�ve role on several
advisory boards and community organiza�ons:

• Downtown Design & Facade Commi�ee

• Downtown Property Owners & Stakeholders Commi�ee

• WV Con�nuum of Care

• Wood-Washington-Wirt Interstate Planning Commission

• Mid-Ohio Valley Regional Council (MOVRC)

• Wood County Development Authority

• Downtown PKB

• Greater Parkersburg Conven�on & Visitors Bureau

• Wood County Alterna�ve Transporta�on Council

• Mid-Ohio Valley Chamber of Commerce

• Rotary Club of Parkersburg

• Blennerhasse� Island Historical Founda�on

• Discovery World on Market

• Wood County Emergency Food & Shelter Program

• Community Service Council

• WV Economic Development Council

• WV Chapter of the American Planning Associa�on

Tammy Bunner

Administrative
Assistant

Joel Bandy

Neighborhood Planner

Andrew Thomas

Development Projects
Administrator

Lisa Cullum

Financial Compliance
Officer

Connor LaVelle

City Planner
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Housing Needs Assessment
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Background

In November, Bowen Na�onal Research released a comprehensive Housing Needs
Assessment for Wood County. Working with the City of Parkersburg, the City of
Vienna, the Wood County Commission, and the Wood County Development
Authority, the study explores the changing demographic and employment
characteris�cs of the area, evalua�ng how these differences influence current and
future housing needs.

Findings

Below are ten key findings, originally presented in the Execu�ve Summary of the
Housing Needs Assessment1:

• Wood County has experienced nega�ve popula�on and household growth since 2010,
but the introduc�on of needed housing could reverse this trend

• Household growth is projected to be posi�ve among seniors through 2026, adding to
the need for age-appropriate housing

• The County has a dispropor�onately high share of owner-occupied homes,
represen�ng a need and opportunity for addi�onal rental units

• Although Wood County household growth is projected to occur primarily within the
moderate to higher income segments, the majority of rental units are occupied by
lower income residents

• Many area renters and homeowners are living in housing that is old, substandard, and
unaffordable, demonstra�ng a broad range of housing affordability and quality issues

• Apartment rentals are in high demand and there is a significant need for housing that
serves low-income renters

• Wood County has approximately 52 vacant non-conven�onal rentals, of which most
have rents above market-rate

1 Bowen Na�onal Research. Housing Needs Assessment: Wood County, West Virginia. 2022

• Historic for-sale housing trends within Wood County reveal
increased sales volume and rising prices

• Choices are limited for exis�ng and future residents due to the
small inventory of available units

• Projected senior household growth will add to the demand for
addi�onal senior care facili�es throughout the area

Next Steps

Moving forward, the city will con�nue to work closely with
other stakeholders by par�cipa�ng in a Housing Needs Task
Force. Using the informa�on and recommenda�ons provided
by the Housing Needs Assessment, the Task Force will iden�fy
housing need priori�es and establish methods to increase
developer interest and promote opportuni�es within the city
and throughout Wood County.

ABOVE: Patrick Bowen of Bowen National
Research shares the findings of the Housing
Needs Assessment (Photo by Brett Dunlap)



Community Development

Community Development Block Grant – CARES Act

The Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and Economic Security Act (CARES Act) provided $5
billion in Community Development Block Grant coronavirus response funding
(CBDG-CV).1 The city was allocated a total of $689,780. The Development
Department has worked to iden�fy areas of need within the community and
distribute the funding appropriately.

The following programs and organiza�ons have received funding:

• Small Business Relief Fund (SBRF) - $229,152: This program allows small businesses to
avoid job loss by providing short-term funding op�ons. Addi�onally, it enables
reten�on and crea�on of jobs for low- to moderate-income people. The SBRF program
has been administered in partnership with the Mid-Ohio Valley Regional Council.2

• Family Relief Fund (FRF) - $77,739: The Family Relief Fund provided short-term
emergency payments to prevent u�lity service cutoffs, as well as housing payments to
prevent evic�ons. This program served as part of a larger effort to assist households
during the pandemic. This was a collabora�ve effort between the city and the
Parkersburg Area Community Founda�on, United Way Alliance of the Mid-Ohio Valley,
Community Resources Inc., Consumer Credit Counseling Services, Sisters Health
Founda�on and the Salva�on Army of Parkersburg.

• Meals on Wheels - $65,000: The city allocated funding to the Wood County Senior
Ci�zens Associa�on to support theMeals on Wheels program. The Associa�on noted
that approximately 34% of the funding contributed directly to food purchases. The
remainder of the funding allowed for equipment upgrades to ensure the longevity of
the program.3

• Parkersburg Fire Department - $45,000: This funding to the City of Parkersburg Fire
Department allowed for the installa�on of five air purifica�on systems throughout the
City’s fire sta�ons. The systems reduce exposure to allergens, mold, bacteria, and
viruses. The funding was also u�lized by the Fire Department to purchase self-
contained breathing apparatuses; equipment that provides firefighters with full
protec�on against airborne threats through the use of a full-face posi�ve pressure
regulator connected to two cylinders of air, each providing up to 45-minutes of air
volume.4

1Department of Housing and Urban Development. No�ce of Program Rules, Waivers, and Alterna�ve Requirements Under the CARES Act for Community
Development Block Grant Program Coronavirus Response Grants, Fiscal Year 2019 and 2020 Community Development Block Grants, and
for Other Formula Programs. 2020.

2City of Parkersburg. SBRF Press Release: h�ps://parkersburgcity.com/pc/small-business-relief-fund/. 2020.
3Parkersburg News & Sen�nel. Parkersburg donates $65K to Meals on Wheels program. 2021
4 City of Parkersburg. Parkersburg CDBG-CV Investment Partnership Grant Budget Revision. 2021

• Homeless Outreach Coordinator (Parkersburg Police Department) - $50,041: The
Homeless Outreach Coordinator provides suppor�ve services to individuals within the
city currently experiencing homelessness. The coordinator iden�fies poten�al
programs that can assist individuals in finding permanent housing, rehabilita�on
treatment, job placement, and any appropriate mental health services. The United
States Center for Disease Control has iden�fied that community members experiencing
homelessness have an increased risk of COVID-19 exposure. The Outreach Coordinator
works to decrease this risk by encouraging COVID-19 vaccina�ons and by implemen�ng
the CDC’s Guidance for Homeless Service Providers.

• Boys & Girls Club of Parkersburg - $80,000: Funding allocated to the Boys & Girls Club
of Parkersburg has allowed for the installa�on of energy efficient doors and windows
throughout the facility. The United States Environmental Protec�on Agency has noted
that buildings can make improvements in both energy efficiency and indoor air quality
to provide a higher level of protec�on for those inside.1 These improvements will
con�nue to provide a safe and healthy environment for the children of the region for
years to come.

• The Arc of the Mid-Ohio Valley - $25,000: The Arc of the Mid-Ohio Valley , an
organiza�on that provides programs and support for community members, was
provided a funding alloca�on to improve the accessibility of their facility. Through the
CDBG-CV funding opportunity, the Arc has been able to incorporate facility
enhancements that align with the 2010 Americans with Disabili�es Act Standards for
Accessible Design.2

• Family Crisis Interven�on Center - $25,300: The Family Crisis Interven�on Center
provides licensed domes�c violence programs and has recently been recognized as a
rape crisis center by the State of West Virginia. The funding allocated to the center will
allow the facility to upgrade its hea�ng, ven�la�on, and air condi�oning systems to
improve building ven�la�on, air quality, and to reduce the risk of exposure to harmful
contaminants.

• SW Resources - $50,000: SW Resources provides voca�onal services and employment
opportuni�es for community members with disabili�es. Funding has been provided for
the installa�on of an HVAC unit within the facility’s warehouse area that currently lacks
any method of providing safe ven�la�on. The funding for this project was made
possible through an addi�onal $50,000 provided by the Wood County Commission.

1Environmental Protec�on Agency. Indoor Air Quality Guidelines for School Building Upgrades. 2014.

2United States Department of Jus�ce – Civil Rights Division. 2010 ADA Standards for Accessible Design. 2010.
8 9



• Children’s Home Society - $26,700: The city allocated funding to the Children’s
Home Society for a new HVAC system. This system will be installed in the Gustke
Shelter which serves ten children between the ages of 10 and 18.

• Wood County Recrea�on (Youth Scholarship Program) - $15,847: Funding has
been provided to Wood County Recrea�on for the Youth Scholarship Program.
This program provides recrea�onal ameni�es to families whose children would
otherwise be unable to par�cipate in events that encourage physical fitness, teach
conflict resolu�on, and inspire posi�ve behaviors.1

Blue Light Emergency Beacons

The city installed one blue light emergency beacon at both Point and Quincy
Park. With a total cost of $14,842, the project was funded through the
Community Development Block Grant program. The beacons give park users a
direct link to emergency service providers. The blue-light beacons con�nue the
city’s efforts to provide safe and accessible public areas for community
residents.2

Community Oriented Policing and Engagement (COPE)

The Community Oriented Policing and Engagement program, funded through a
CDBG alloca�on, provides an opportunity for the City of Parkersburg Police
Department to build rela�onships within neighborhoods and communi�es.
Through the program, the Police Department has been able to network with
local elementary schools to build trust between the youth and the
Department. Similarly, this program has allowed officers to a�end
Neighborhood Watch mee�ngs, providing residents with an opportunity to
share their concerns and experiences directly. The program is also responsible
for the Police Department’s Bike Patrol, allowing officers to be more visible
and accessible to the community.

CODE Enforcement Program

The City of Parkersburg Code Department is allocated CDBG funding for the
CODE program. This allows a code inspector to serve deteriora�ng areas within
the city. The inspector iden�fies non-compliant and dangerous structures
1City of Parkersburg. Parkersburg Community Development Block Grant – Coronavirus Response (CDBG-CV) Budget Revision. 2022
2 See ‘Citywide Parks, Recrea�on, and Resource Conserva�on: Recommenda�ons’, page 63, City of Parkersburg 2030 Comprehensive Plan. 2022

while working with the property owners to remedy the
situa�ons. Proac�ve iden�fica�on of code-related risk factors
is an important step in limi�ng the dangers posed by
structure fires and rodent infesta�ons.

Market Street: Streetscape & LED Ligh�ng

The Market Street Streetscape Enhancement project entered
Phase II during 2022, extending from 9th to 11th Street. The
enhancements provide mul�ple benefits to the downtown
area, including:

• Replacement of exis�ng sidewalks and ramps to meet the
standards of the Americans with Disabili�es Act

• Shortening of street-crossing distances for pedestrians,
reducing the risk of injury

• Slowing driving speeds through the installa�on of sidewalk
‘bump outs’

• Increasing stormwater control with na�ve grasses planted in
the sidewalk ‘bump outs’

• Decreasing sidewalk temperatures by plan�ng shade trees
along Market Street

Phase III of the project will begin in spring of 2023, extending
north to 13th Street.

The city also u�lized CDBG funding to install LED streetlights
along Market Street between 9th and 19th Street. The new
lights reflect the historic character of the Market and Avery
Street neighborhood.

Community Development cont.

10 11ABOVE: Police Department Bike Patrol funded
through COPE



Gihon Road Sidewalk Project

Completed in the fall, this project provided 1,200 feet of sidewalk along Gihon
Road and David Lee Drive. This was made possible through the State of West
Virginia Division of Highways’ Transporta�on Alterna�ves Program, a grant that
provided 80% of the project’s financing. CDBG funding provided the addi�onal
20%, with a project total of $387,236.

Schools 2 Pools

Schools 2 Pools provides local students in low-income households with pool passes
to be used at City and Southwood Park. In 2022, a total of 259 passes were
provided to children throughout the city.

Community Tool Shed

In 2022 the city partnered with Community Resources to create the Community
Tool Shed located at the West Virginia Department of Agriculture’s Li�le Kanawha
Resource Conserva�on and Development site along Gihon Road.1 Using a CDBG
alloca�on of $30,000, this program provides residents with tools and equipment
that would otherwise be cost-prohibi�ve. Annual memberships are available, with
pricing discounts for low-income community members. There are currently 258
tools available, and the city will con�nue partnering with Community Resources to
promote the Tool Shed throughout the area.

1 Parkersburg News & Sen�nel. Grass Roots: Parkersburg, Community Resources set up lending tool shed. 2022

Community Development cont.
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ABOVE (left): Members of the City of Parkersburg and Community Resources at the opening of the Community Tool Shed (Photo by Evan Bevins)



Minor Home Repair

This program provides a grant of up to $15,000 for home repairs, including a final
inspec�on performed by the city’s Code Division. Qualifica�ons for this program
are based on an applicant’s current income. The income threshold was recently
raised from 60% to 80% of the area median income. Throughout 2022, a total of
$148,607 was awarded. Likewise, City Council allocated $134,369 in addi�onal
funding for the program during the past year.

Emergency Home Repair

This program provides a grant of up to $6,000 to address specific home repairs that
will eliminate health and safety hazards. Qualifica�ons for this program are based
on an applicant’s current income. The income threshold was recently raised from
60% to 80% of the area median income. In total, $21,034 was distributed between
seven households for emergency home repairs throughout 2022.

Owner-Occupied Rehabilita�on Program

The city provides qualified homeowners with the opportunity to apply for a 0%
interest loan of up to $25,000 for home repairs. This funding is made possible
through the Parkersburg/Wood County HOME Consor�um. During 2022, two
households were awarded Owner-Occupied Rehabilita�on loans, totaling $51,565
in funding.

Down Payment Assistance Program

This program provides $15,000 in assistance towards the down payment and
closing costs of a first-�me home purchase for qualified applicants. The funds are
wri�en off a�er the buyer has lived in the house for a minimum of five years.

2022 marked the fi�h year of the Down Payment Assistance Program. In the past
year, a total of $90,000 was distributed to nine first-�me homebuyers throughout
Wood County, with a total combined home value of $884,768.

Rental Rehabilita�on Program

Introduced in 2022, this program, provided in partnership with the Wood County
HOME Consor�um, is an interest-free loan made available to owners of rental
proper�es throughout Wood County for the rehabilita�on of their units. This

Housing Initiatives

ensures that tenants are provided with safe, decent, sanitary, and affordable living
environments throughout the area. Units renovated through the Rental
Rehabilita�on Program must be provided to renters who are at or below 60% of
the Area Median Income.

Residen�al Assisted Demoli�on

In 2022, the City of Parkersburg Development Department, Code Division, and
Engineering Division debuted the Residen�al Assisted Demoli�on program. This
program provides property owners the opportunity to have vacant and dilapidated
buildings removed while maintaining ownership of the lot. The city received 15
applica�ons for the program during the past year.

Tenant Based Rental Assistance

Partnering with Children’s Home Society, the Development Department provides
Tenant Based Rental Assistance through funding from the United States
Department of Housing and Urban Development’s HOME Investment Partnership
Program. This provides rent reimbursement to homeless youth between the ages
of 17 and 22. Currently, eight households are assisted through the program, with
one household having graduated into a self-sufficient ren�ng environment.

HOME – American Rescue Plan (HOME-ARP)

The American Rescue Plan Act provided $5 billion of addi�onal funding to the
United States Department of Housing and Urban Development’s HOME Investment
Partnership Program. The Wood County Home Consor�um has received
$1,243,320. To u�lize this funding,the city must submit an alloca�on plan to the
Department of Housing and Urban Development by March 31st of 2023. The
Department has hosted public mee�ngs and networked with local community
housing development organiza�ons and con�nuum of care facili�es to gather a
broad range of input and guidance as the alloca�on plan is prepared.

HOME-ARP funding is designed to assist individuals or families that are either
homeless1 or at-risk of homelessness2. The funding can also support those fleeing
(or a�emp�ng to flee) domes�c violence, da�ng violence, sexual assault, stalking,
or human trafficking.

1 As defined by sec�on 301(a) of the McKinney-Vento Homeless Assistance Act
2 As defined by sec�on 401(1) of the McKinney-Vento Homeless Assistance Act
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Habitat for Humanity

The Development Department partnered with Habitat for Humanity to fund the
construc�on of homes for eligible buyers. The city contributed $86,000 for the
housing project along City View Drive with an addi�onal $86,000 being allocated
for the forthcoming development on Lincoln Drive. All funding allocated through
the Development Department was made possible by the United States Department
of Housing and Urban Development’s HOME Investment Partnership Program.

Housing Initiatives cont.
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ABOVE: Construction of a home made possible through a partnership between the city and Habitat for Humanity

BELOW: The home after repair work was completedABOVE: Home condition prior to renovation made possible by the Owner-Occupied Rehab Program

Home Repair: Before & After



Grant Funding Opportunities

Jus�ce Assistance Grant

The Edward Byrne Memorial Jus�ce Assistance Grant Program serves as the
leading source of federal jus�ce funding to state and local jurisdic�ons.1 This
program provides a range of funding op�ons including technology improvement,
crime preven�on, educa�on, and crime vic�m & witness ini�a�ves. In 2022, the
City of Parkersburg Police Department, working alongside the City’s Development
Department, was awarded $25,162 for new security cameras.

West Virginia Department of Environmental Protec�on – Reclama�on of
Abandoned and Dilapidated Proper�es Program

The City of Parkersburg was selected to par�cipate in the State of West Virginia
Department of Environmental Protec�on’s Reclama�on of Abandoned and
Dilapidated Proper�es Program.2 Parkersburg has been allocated $650,000 for the
safe removal of dangerous, vacant proper�es within the city.

West Virginia Department of Environmental Protec�on – Li�er Control
Grant

The State of West Virginia Department of Environmental Protec�on awarded the
City of Parkersburg $3,000 in matching funds through the Li�er Control Grant
program.3 This program is designed to assist municipali�es with community
cleanup and li�er enforcement projects. The city’s funding alloca�on has been
used to provide over�me pay for members of the Parkersburg Police Department
as they supervise trash pickup ac�vi�es in coopera�on with the Wood County Day
Report Center.

Railroad Crossing Elimina�on Program

The City of Parkersburg, in partnership with the Parkersburg U�lity Board,
submi�ed a grant applica�on through the Federal Rail Administra�on’s Railroad
Crossing Elimina�on Program for $120,000.4 If awarded, the grant will fund a study
1 Bureau of Jus�ce Assistance. Edward Byrne Memorial Jus�ce Assistance Grant. h�ps://bja.ojp.gov/program/jag/overview
2 Office of the Governor. Gov. Jus�ce, WVDEP announce 21 communi�es to receive over $9.2 million to remove abandoned and dilapidated structures.

h�ps://governor.wv.gov/News/press-releases/2022/Pages/Gov.-Jus�ce,-WVDEP-announce-21-communi�es-to-receive-over-$9.2-million-
to-remove-abandoned-and-dilapidated-structures.aspx

3 WVDEP. Grant Opportuni�es. h�ps://dep.wv.gov/environmental-advocate/reap/grantprograms/Pages/default.aspx
4 Federal Railroad Administra�on. Compe��ve Discre�onary Grant Programs. Accessible here: h�ps://railroads.dot.gov/grants-loans/compe��ve-

discre�onary-grant-programs/railroad-crossing-elimina�on-grant-program

to evaluate the cost and feasibility of reloca�ng the rail crossing at 19th & Keever
Street. Currently, the crossing poses the risk of obstructed access to the city’s
Water Treatment Plant. A reloca�on of this crossing would improve the
accessibility of the facility and increase the level of safety for the railroad,
pedestrians, and Water Treatment Plant staff.

Opportunity Appalachia Project

The City of Parkersburg, working alongside Downtown PKB1, was awarded $75,000
through the Opportunity Appalachia grant program.2 This funding will allow for the
solicita�on of technical assistance, including architectural and engineering services,
related to the redevelopment of 820 Market Street.

820 Market Street is a 40,000 square foot building located within Parkersburg’s
Central Business District. Through the funding provided by the Opportunity
Appalachia grant, the City of Parkersburg and Downtown PKB will explore the
redevelopment of the structure into a mixed-use facility with first floor retail space
and residen�al units on the upper floors. The es�mated cost to complete this
project is approximately $8 million. Projected job growth associated with this
redevelopment includes eight to ten permanent posi�ons alongside twenty-five
construc�on-related jobs supported through this project.

Law Enforcement Mental Health Awareness Grant

The City received $50,000 from the Law Enforcement Mental Health and Wellness
Act in 2022. This award will allow the City of Parkersburg Police Department to
u�lize services provided by licensed professionals such as peer support, family
resources, suicide preven�on, and specialized training opportuni�es. The services
provided by this grant will be available to all surrounding law enforcement agencies
in Wood County, including the Wood County Sheriff’s Office, the Vienna Police
Department, and the Williamstown Police Department.

1 Downtown PKB is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit that focuses on the preserva�on, growth, and diversifica�on of the Parkersburg Central Business District. More
informa�on is available here: h�ps://www.downtownpkb.com/

2 Opportunity Appalachia. Opportunity Appalachia 2022-2024. Accessible here: h�ps://appalachiancommunitycapitalcdfi.org/oa-program/opportunity-
appalachia-2022-2024/
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Land and Water Conserva�on Fund

The City of Parkersburg was awarded $668,117 from the Na�onal Park Service’s
Land and Water Conserva�on Fund for the redevelopment of the Southwood Park
swimming pool1. This funding will be leveraged with over $4.5 million in addi�onal
financing. The city’s Development Department prepared the grant applica�on and
facilitated public forums to engage with community members directly regarding
the project. Once completed, the Southwood Park swimming pool will provide
accessible aqua�c recrea�on opportuni�es, ensuring that community members
can u�lize the pool regardless of their physical or cogni�ve abili�es.

Congressionally Directed Spending Request

The city submi�ed a Congressionally Directed Spending Request through the Office
of Senator Shelly Moore Capito in 2022 to finance a riparian restora�on project
along the banks of the Ohio River2. The project would remove invasive plant life
from the riverbank and reintroduce na�ve vegeta�on that would provide a natural
habitat for the surrounding wildlife while also improving stormwater control.
Although not ul�mately funded, the city will con�nue to pursue funding sources
for the riparian restora�on project.

Recycling Assistance Grant Program

The city was awarded $140,000 from the State of West Virginia Department of
Environmental Protec�on’s Recycling Assistance Grant Program3. This funding will
allow for the con�nued growth of the city’s Recycling Center by financing
renova�on and expansion projects. A por�on of this award will also be u�lized to
increase educa�onal opportuni�es for the community regarding the recycling
process and explaining what material is and is not accepted at the Recycling Center.

1 The Land and Water Conserva�on Fund was originally established by Congress in 1964 and permanently reauthorized in 2019. The Fund invests
earnings from offshore oil and gas leasing and does not use taxpayer dollars. More informa�on regarding the Fund is available here:
h�ps://www.nps.gov/subjects/lwcf/index.htm

2 More informa�on on the Congressionally Directed Spending process is available here: h�ps://www.appropria�ons.senate.gov/fy-2022-
appropria�ons-requests-and-congressionally-directed-spending

3 WVDEP. Grant Opportuni�es. h�ps://dep.wv.gov/environmental-advocate/reap/grantprograms/Pages/default.aspx

Grant Funding Opportunities cont.
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ABOVE: The City of Parkersburg Recycling Center staff with recycling equipment purchased through the WVDEP REAP Grant Program



Downtown Parkersburg Façade Rehabilita�on Loan Program

This program is designed to encourage the restora�on of commercial structures in
the Central Business District. The City of Parkersburg can finance 50% of the total
costs of exterior and structural repairs with a maximum loan amount of $20,000.
The loans are zero-interest, deferred, and forgivable. The loan will be forgiven if the
building remains under the same ownership and the structure is maintained during
a period of five years.

During 2022, three local businesses were awarded Downtown Parkersburg Façade
Rehabilita�on Loans with a combined total of $47,370 loan funding being
leveraged with a private investment total of $50,731.

West Virginia State Historic Preserva�on Office – Federal Historic
Preserva�on Grant

During 2021 the Wood County Historic Landmarks Commission and Downtown PKB
applied to the West Virginia State Historic Preserva�on Office for a Federal Historic
Preserva�on Grant. The Development Department provided technical assistance
during the grant applica�on process. In February of 2022, the Landmarks
Commission was awarded $12,600 to begin a historic survey of the Central
Business District. This survey will be submi�ed to the Na�onal Register of Historic
Places for Na�onal Register recogni�on. The primary focus of the survey is the
concentra�on of historic structures located between Juliana and Avery Street from
4th to 8th Street.

Business Reten�on and Expansion

The City of Parkersburg Development Department a�ended several Reten�on and
Expansion mee�ngs with local businesses throughout 2022. Working in partnership
with the Wood County Development Authority and the West Virginia Department
of Economic Development, these mee�ngs have provided local business owners
the opportunity to address current issues associated with their enterprises.

Economic Development

Memorial Bridge

The City of Parkersburg completed the sale of the Memorial
Bridge to Parkersburg Bridge Partners in March of 2022 for $4
million.1 Through this sale, the city will now have access to
approximately $12 million in addi�onal capital that was
previously required to be set aside for the future demoli�on
of the bridge. Following the transfer, Parkersburg Bridge
Partners began a $50 million rehabilita�on project,
necessita�ng its closure to all traffic. The bridge is tenta�vely
scheduled to reopen in 2023, u�lizing an electronic tolling
system. Heavier commercial vehicles will again be able to
travel over the bridge due to the current renova�ons.

1 Parkersburg Bridge Partners. Company Closes Deal to Buy Memorial Bridge. h�ps://
parkersburgbridgepartners.com/news/company-closes-deal-to-buy-memorial-bridge/

22 23ABOVE: Renovation work begins on Memorial
Bridge



Background

The city’s Plan Review Commi�ee has three goals when evalua�ng large-scale
developments:

• Set expecta�ons for the developers and contractors regarding plan requirements

• Iden�fy and resolve plan-related issues early in the design and development process

• Provide �mely and accurate feedback to developers and contractors

The Commi�ee reviews plans that meet the following criteria:

• Developments that exceed 1,500 square feet or that have a budget of more than
$150,000

• Residen�al developments that involve the construc�on of two or more housing units

• New parking lots and substan�al improvements to exis�ng parking lots

Development projects that meet any of the above requirements are reviewed by
the Commi�ee to ensure compliance with all applicable city and State policies and
regula�ons. This includes zoning, parking, site design, landscaping, ligh�ng,
stormwater control, u�lity access, fire safety, and building codes.

Developers whose projects meet these thresholds are invited to par�cipate in a
pre-development mee�ng with the members of the Commi�ee. This allows for a
direct line of communica�on, helping to answer ques�ons early in the
development process. The Commi�ee hosted four pre-development mee�ngs
throughout 2022.

Benefits of Infill Development

Projects, like those evaluated by the Commi�ee, are classified as ‘infill
development’. These developments occur on plots of land within the city that have
been built on in the past. Infill developments provide mul�ple benefits to both the
developer and the community, including:

Economic: Infill developments allow for significant cost savings because the sites
tradi�onally have pre-exis�ng u�lity access and will not require extensive
prepara�on. Loca�ng projects on lots within the city also increases a business’
ability to compete within the labor market by having a loca�on easily accessible by
public transporta�on.1

Social: Because the developments are located within the city instead of outlying
areas, completed projects will be more accessible to members of the community,
especially those who do not have access to transporta�on. Addi�onally, some infill
developments include the demoli�on of exis�ng unused structures, removing the
risks associated with vacant buildings.2

Environmental: Infill development helps protect habitats and preserve vital
ecological func�ons by reducing the need to build within outlying, undeveloped
areas.3

1 United States Environmental Protec�on Agency. Smart Growth and Economic Success: The Business Case. 2013.
2 United States Environmental Protec�on Agency. THE TRANSPORTATION AND ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACTS OF INFILL VERSUS GREENFIELD

DEVELOPMENT: A COMPARATIVE CASE STUDY ANALYSIS. 1999.
3 United States Environmental Protec�on Agency. Smart Growth and Economic Success: Inves�ng in Infill Development. 2014

Development Plan Review Committee
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2022 Completed Reviews

The Commi�ee completed the evalua�on of six projects throughout the past year:

1. Pioneer Honda – 1920 Garfield Avenue: Construc�on of two sales lots for new
and used Hondas. This development also included a review by the City of
Parkersburg Municipal Planning Commission regarding the abandonment of a
por�on of 20th Street.

2. Ul�mate Shine Car Wash – 2903 Pike Street: The developers financed the
demoli�on of the vacant Jumbo’s restaurant and are expanding the exis�ng
landscaping of the site for a future car wash facility.

3. Evergreen Holdings – 3001 Gateman Drive: The construc�on of addi�onal
warehouses to increase storage space for Evergreen Holdings was reviewed
and approved by the Commi�ee.

4. CSX Consolidated Yard Office – 1 12th Street: CSX Transporta�on has begun
construc�on of a new office, combining the work done in the exis�ng facili�es.
The addi�on of a wireless communica�ons tower to the site will be reviewed
by the City of Parkersburg Municipal Planning Commission in 2023.

5. Johnstone Supply – 515 Broadway Avenue: A significant expansion to the
exis�ng Johnstone Supply property was reviewed and approved by the
Commi�ee.

6. Tidal Wave Auto Spa – 2902 Pike Street: This project will u�lize the exis�ng
u�lity connec�ons at the site of the former Burger King located along State
Route 14. It will also expand the landscaping to improve stormwater control for
a future car wash facility.

Development Plan Review Committee cont.
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Commercial Development by the Numbers

$11,543,392

There were also 8 new commercial developments in
2022, with a collective total valuation of:

$1,929,565

Plan Reviewed projects during the past year were a mix
of remodels and new development. The average
valuation for a Plan Reviewed project in 2022 was:

$44,287,058

58 projects were commercial renovations, representing
a combined total investment of:

$57,051,926

During 2022, the city issued building permits for 126
commercial projects, with a total combined valuation of:

All valuation information is determined from building permit data provided by the City of Parkersburg Finance Department

Includes: commercial additions, demolitions, new construction, electrical, fencing, plumbing, remodeling, and roofing



Municipal Planning Commission

Background & Membership

The City of Parkersburg Municipal Planning Commission evaluates rezoning,
subdivisions, alley abandonments, annexa�ons, and revisions to the City of
Parkersburg Planning and Zoning Code1. The Planning Commission provides a
detailed review of the rela�onship these proposals have with the current
Comprehensive Master Plan2.

The Municipal Planning Commission consists of nine Parkersburg residents, in
addi�on to a representa�ve from City Council and the City of Parkersburg
Development Director. The nine community members are selected based on their
experience in business, industry, labor, government, and other relevant
occupa�ons that are involved with land-use decision making. Addi�onally, in 2022,
three new members were appointed to the Commission to fill vacancies.

Subcommi�ees

The City of Parkersburg Municipal Planning Commission is comprised of six
subcommi�ees:

• Land-Use/Zoning: Evaluates land-use based agenda items; a primary func�on
of this commi�ee is performing a site visit to provide adequate informa�on for
the Commission as a whole.

• Subdivision: If a parcel of land has been proposed for subdivision, this
commi�ee meets with City staff to review the applica�on and determine what
issues are associated with the applica�on.

• Annexa�on: If a landowner of a parcel currently located outside the corporate
limits of Parkersburg requests to be annexed into the city, this commi�ee will
meet to discuss the feasibility of the annexa�on.

1 The Planning and Zoning Code is Part 13 of the Codified Ordinances of the City of Parkersburg, West Virginia. Accessed here: h�ps://codelibrary.
amlegal.com/codes/parkersburg/latest/parkersburg_wv/0-0-0-11045

2 At the �me of this wri�ng, the current Comprehensive Master Plan is the 2030 Plan, accessible here: h�p://parkersburgcity.com/pc/wp-content/
uploads/2021/01/2030-Comprehensive-Master-Plan.pdf

• Ordinance Review: When it is necessary to adjust the
Planning and Zoning Code of the City of Parkersburg, this
subcommi�ee will meet and dra� a recommenda�on for
the Commission as a whole.

• Comprehensive Plan: This subcommi�ee serves as the
point-of-contact between the city and the Commission
regarding any proposed updates or adjustments to the
current Comprehensive Plan.

• By-Laws: This commi�ee serves as the conduit between
the City Departments and the Commission regarding
updates and revisions to the exis�ng by-laws of the
Planning Commission.

2022

The Municipal Planning Commission held five regular
mee�ngs throughout 2022, reviewing four alley
abandonments with two ul�mately passing through City
Council. Addi�onally, the Commission approved six revisions
to the City of Parkersburg Planning and Zoning Code.

Accessory Dwelling Units

In 2022 the Commission presented to City Council an
addi�on to the Planning and Zoning Code that provided the
guidelines for accessory dwelling units throughout the City.

An accessory dwelling unit, commonly known as a garage
apartment or in-law suite, serves as a secondary living area
to the primary building on the property. Prior to 2022, these
structures were designated as a non-conforming use within
residen�al zoning districts and could not be built.

The Accessory Dwelling Unit ordinance was adopted by City
Council and will be reflected in the Codified Ordinances of
the City of Parkersburg in 2023.
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ABOVE: Planning Commission President Charlie Matthews
reviews an alley abandonment petition in 2022



Background

The City of Parkersburg Tree Commission provides the Office of the Mayor, the
Public Works Department, and City Council with guidance regarding the
maintenance and growth of the city’s urban tree canopy.1

The Commission is responsible for public plan�ng loca�ons and the maintenance
or removal of city trees. The City of Parkersburg Tree Commission also administers
the Memorial Tree Program which provides community members the opportunity
to purchase a tree to be planted in a public park accompanied by a memorial
plaque.

Through the work of the Tree Commission, the City of Parkersburg has been
recognized as a Tree City USA for 24 years by the Arbor Day Founda�on.2

2022

During the past year, the City of Parkersburg Tree Commission planted 40 trees, 15
of which were made possible through a partnership with the Parkersburg Rotary
Club. The Tree Commission, in conjunc�on with the Public Works Department, also
removed 7 trees during 2022.3

In November, the Commission issued a Request for Bids for a Comprehensive Tree
Management and Plan�ng Plan for City Park. The project was awarded to Davey
Resource Group; an organiza�on that provides commercial and residen�al
environmental consul�ng services for natural resource management through
comprehensive guidance and site analysis. The final plan for City Park will be
presented to the Commission in 2023. The plan will include a full inventory of the
exis�ng trees within City Park, as well as iden�fying loca�ons for new plan�ngs.
Moving forward, the Tree Commission will u�lize this plan when making decisions
regarding the tree canopy of City Park.

1 City of Parkersburg. Ar�cle 165: City Tree Commission. Accessed here: h�ps://codelibrary.amlegal.com/codes/parkersburg/latest/parkersburg_wv/0-
0-0-2754

2 Arbor Day Founda�on. Parkersburg, West Virginia. Accessed here: h�ps://applica�ons.arborday.org/community/city/find?
state=West%20Virginia&comm=Parkersburg&ev�d=2039896

3 This number DOES NOT account for any trees removed during the Parkersburg U�lity Board’s work along Broadway Avenue.

Tree Commission

30 31

ABOVE: Tree Commission members (from left) Dan Hickman, Turner Sharp, Betty Camp, and Craig Minton



Building Enforcement Agency

Background

The City of Parkersburg Building Enforcement Agency, established by Ar�cle 1705,
Chapter 1, Part 17, of the Codified Ordinances of the City of Parkersburg, is an
administra�ve body within the City that has the authority to require the repair,
altera�on, improvement, or the demoli�on of any building unfit for human
habita�on. The Authority inspects buildings that are: dilapidated, fire hazards, lack
ven�la�on, require sanitary facili�es, or have any other condi�ons which would be
detrimental to the public welfare.1

The Building Enforcement Agency meets on the first Monday of each month to
evaluate proper�es that have been iden�fied as hazards to the health and safety of
the surrounding community and environment. These mee�ngs allow for a
discussion between property owners and the City of Parkersburg, highligh�ng the
issues with a structure and working together to determine solu�ons.

These solu�ons include property renova�on, owner-financed demoli�on, as well as
the opportunity to pe��on for the dona�on or Fair Market Value sale of the
property to the City of Parkersburg through the Parkersburg Urban Renewal
Authority. The Agency may determine, on a case-by-case basis, that a property
must be demolished through city financing or acquired by the Urban Renewal
Authority through the process of eminent domain. If the City of Parkersburg
finances the demoli�on of a property, a demoli�on lien is filed against the property
owner. These situa�ons have occurred; however, the Building Enforcement
Agency’s main goal con�nues to be the restora�on of exis�ng proper�es through
communica�on with property owners.

2022

The Building Enforcement Agency reviewed a total of 93 different proper�es
throughout 2022, with 50 proper�es cons�tu�ng new business. Of the 93
proper�es, 48 remain on the Agency’s agenda moving into 2023, 6 have been
demolished by the property owner, 11 have been demolished by the City of
Parkersburg, 8 have been donated to the City of Parkersburg Urban Renewal
Authority, 2 have been sold to the City of Parkersburg Urban Renewal Authority for
Fair Market Value, 3 proper�es have been moved the Urban Renewal Authority for
acquisi�on through eminent domain, and 15 proper�es have been removed from

1 City of Parkersburg. Ar�cle 1705 of Chapter 1 of Part 17 of the Codified Ordinances of the City of Parkersburg. 2022.

the Agency’s agenda because the necessary repairs have been completed. On
average, a property remains on the Building Enforcement Agency’s agenda for 7
months before it is removed for having addressed its code viola�ons.

The Building Enforcement Agency has reviewed a variety of proper�es throughout
2021 and 2022. It has experienced increased levels of property owner
par�cipa�on, due in large part to the Neighborhood Planner posi�on which was
established in 2021. This has allowed for increased communica�on with property
owners, explaining why their building is being reviewed and how they can address
the Agency’s concerns. The increase in owner par�cipa�on is reflected by the
number of proper�es that have remained on the Agency’s agenda throughout the
past year.
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Urban Renewal Authority

Background

The Urban Renewal Authority works to acquire neglected proper�es in blighted
areas and to encourage redevelopment within the city.1Past projects include the
revitaliza�on of the Central Business District and the acquisi�on of property along
the Ohio River for the forthcoming Parkersburg Ohio River Trail.

The Authority meets as business dictates, following mee�ngs of City Council. These
mee�ngs are open to the public, giving the community the opportunity to directly
communicate their feelings regarding vacant and dilapidated proper�es
throughout the city.

Affordable Housing Ini�a�ve

In the fall of 2020, the Authority established the Affordable Housing Ini�a�ve. With
funding from the United States Department of Housing and Urban Development,
the Ini�a�ve began the redevelopment of two residen�al lots previously acquired
by the Urban Renewal Authority.

The construc�on of a single-family house on each property was completed in the
spring of 2022. The homes were then made available for purchase to buyers whose
total income was at or below 80% of the region’s median income. The Authority
approved the sale of the first property in August, followed closely by the second
property in October.

2022

The Authority reviewed 40 blighted structures throughout the past year, ul�mately
authorizing the acquisi�on of 31 proper�es. In addi�on, 10 applica�ons to
purchase property currently owned by the Authority were also evaluated, with 6
being approved. Finally, a vote was made to acquire one property via eminent
domain due to the hazards the structure poses to public safety.

1 State of West Virginia. Chapter 16, Ar�cle 18: Urban Renewal Authority Law. West Virginia Code. 2022.
34 35ABOVE : Urban Renewal Authority Chair Sharon Kuhl at the closing for 906 15th Street

ABOVE : 906 15th Street before (left) Urban Renewal acquisition and after (right) construction of the Affordable Housing Initiative home



2030 Comprehensive Plan Update

2030 Comprehensive Plan

The 2030 Comprehensive Plan was adopted by the Municipal Planning Commission
and City Council in 2020. The plan guides the city’s development goals and outlines
future land-use objec�ves.

The plan is monitored and updated as condi�ons evolve. The city has accomplished
many short-term goals, including the crea�on of the Neighborhood Planner
posi�on and the comple�on of a housing needs assessment. The newly established
planner posi�on allows for increased focus on neighborhood-level improvement
projects. The housing needs assessment, performed by Bowen Na�onal Research,
has outlined the current housing condi�ons within the city and has iden�fied
methods to be�er accommodate workforce housing throughout the region.

Addi�onal priority goals remain, including the prepara�on of a St. Mary’s/Dudley
Avenue Corridor Plan and implemen�ng a green infrastructure strategy for
improved stormwater control.

The Development Department will con�nue to review the goals and objec�ves of
the Comprehensive Plan. Alongside other factors such as budgets and ci�zen input,
this plan serves as a guidepost for the city as it approaches 2030.
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ABOVE: 2030 Comprehensive Plan open house held November 5, 2020. (Photo by Evan Bevins)




